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W As these lines are being written, a political cyclone is sweeping over 
The orld our country, leaving in its wake the wreckage of much that is pure 
and honourable and truce. Our ears are assailed by bitter words, 

Missiona reckless imputations, and vulgar profanities. Our eyes are offended 
ry by coarse caricatures and sordid appeals to the meaner motives ol 


humanity. A stranger from another world hearing and seeing only 

Conference, these things might well wonder what was left of the godly fear and 

brotherly love which should be the moving forces. of a people at 

I9IO least by outward profession Christian. But on looking closer, he 

. would find areas undisturbed by the storm of strife. He would see 

not a few ministers of religion using their sacred office for the cause of 

peace rather than of war. He would observe many Christian people who had risen above the 

range of faction and sectarianism, and who seemed to breathe a purer‘air, where spiritual things are 

discerned and cherished. He would note among them a yearning, which, we believe, grows 

deeper and wider, for that unity which is the surest test of discipleship and the sweetest assct of 
Christian life. 

Among the many evidences of this fact few give more hopeful and practical promise than those 
connected with the great Missionary Conference which will be held in Edinburgh next June. 

The leading idea of this Conference, as our readers may know, is to furnish a complete and 
up-to-date record of the policy, progress, and prospects, the methods and administration of 
Christian Missions throughout the world. For this purpose the survey has been made under eight 
principal divisions, each of which is being dealt with by 
carefully selected Commissions, on which are representa- 
tives of almost every Protestant Church in Europe and 
America engaged in the evangelization of the world. 
These Commissions have for many months been collect- 
ing evidence from missionaries and other experts, and © 
are now engaged in preparing the reports which will 
form the basis of discussion at the Conference, and 
which, when published, will furnish a body of missionary 
information such as certainly has never before been 
produced. 

The Commission which naturally will interest our 
readers most is that on Union and Co-operation in the 
Mission Field. It would be improper for the writer of 
this paper, as a member of that Commission, to antict- 
pate its report in any way, or to refer to the intensely 
interesting details of the evidence which has come before 
it. He can, however, assure his fellow-members of the 
Evangelical Alliance that probably nothing in the modern 
history of the Church has done more :towards, the great 
object for which they have so long prayed and laboured 
than that which this Commission, and the Conference of 
which it is a part, may be expected todo. - 

From every Mission Field, from Mi8sions of many 


Churches, from honoured leaders of Christian thought, REV. PREBENDARY H. E. FOX, M.A. 
(Prebendary of St. Pants Cathedral, Hon. Sec. Church 


Missionary Society, and Member of Councis 
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omes one earnest expression of the esi 
closet draw ny ether of hristian 
the more definite presentation of 4 unite 
front to the non-Christian world. And this has 
heen given not as a mere wish for economy of 
resources and the avodance of friction by over 
lapping, bot in the form of practical propo als. 
which mm some cases are already being translated 
nto useful action. For example, in India, China, 
and Japan there are instances of the coming 
together imto more or less organic umon of 
Mission Churches which have a common origin or 
a common order. Where such umon is at present 
impossible, the spirit of unity 1s being promoted by 
co-operation im educational or medical mission 
work, and also in the development of inter 
denominational conferences where questions of 
mission comity, of mutual adjustment of areas 
and administrations, united attitude to the sed ular 
authorities, and many other matters of common 
interest are dealt with and a habit of brotherly 


confidence created. Of the possibilities which he 
in such conferences the English section of the 
Commission on Unity has given the writer a 
striking testimony. It is a happy augury of better 


davs when a doren or more men representing 51x 
or seven different ( hurches, all men of strong 
convictions, men trained to think, who would not 
sacnhce principles at any price, can yet meet 
together day after day and discuss problems which 
necessarily present occasions for wide divergence 
of opmmion, and can do so not only without one 
jarring word, or, as the writer can say for himself, 
and probably for the others. without a ruffled 
thought, but also with one spint, with entire 
sincerity, and with a hearty unity in purpose, and 
often even in the proposed methods. 

None will rejoige more than the members of the 
Alhance to know that this brotherly, spirit which 
has been at the basis of their own Constitution ts 
bearing such practical fruit, and they will pray 
that the blessing of (sod may rest abundantly on 
the Conference, and all connected with it, and that 
the results may be such as will bring nearer the 
fultiiment of the ,reat purpose and prayer of the 
Master Himself. H. E. Fox. 


Common Prayer. 


Deputation, I9IO. 


The present is @ time for urgent 
testimony to, and explanation of, the 
principles of the Altiance. There is 
also much valuable information lo im- 
part concerning ws foreign interests 
and work. 

Will friends kindly offer their 
drawing-room, parish or other school 
room, and will gladly supply 
invitations and arrange a deputation, 
without any guarantee of expenses ? 
The Alliance necds a largely increascd 
Membership, thus widening its 
flucnce and usefulness. It ts always 
found that there are some who wish lo 
join as members, following an explana- 
tion of Aliiance principles and work. 
Funds are urgently needed, but in its 
deputation work uw can truly be said 
of the Alliance it “seeks not yours, 
bul you.” 

The Council trust that this appeal 
will meel with a ready response. Lt ts 
possible that some friends may be able 
fo offer a Garden Mecting during 
May, Fune, or Fuly ? 

Aindly write to the Geneval Sec- 
retary, Evangelical Alhiance;, 7, Adam 
Street, Strand, London, W.C. 


“Prayers and praiscs go in pairs— 


Praise. 


Those have praises who have prayers.” 


For the wide observance of the Week of Prayer, and for results, known and unknown. 


Prayer. 


For the World Missionary Conference, June, 1910. 
~For Mr. Adam Podin in his work of Prison Visitation in Russia. > : 


For all, in every land and of any Church, seeking to scatter the. good seed of Ac Gospel of 


Christ, whether by voice or the printed page. _ 


For more of the Unity, spiritual and federal, which owns aliegiance to Christ and the 


Scriptures. 


For the work of the Evangelical Alliance in its manifold branches and circles of connection. 
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Notes. 


Wirt this issue of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
we enter upon a new volume. We wish it 
were possible to announce that in future the 
magazine will appear month/y, but this an- 
nouncement is necessarily deferred, at least 
until the Alliance is suitably housed and 
its development assured by much - needed 
additions to the headwyuarters staff. Looking 
back is an incentive fo press forward. The past 
year has afforded abundant evidence of the 
goodness and guidance of God. We face the 
future confident that the spiritual and temporal 
requirements of another year will be forth- 
coming, even “above all that we can ask or 
think.” 


Iv may assist our friends and supporters in 
determining their charitable contributions if we 
state at the opening of the year exactly what 
will be the financial needs of the Alliance 
during the year. 7 

For the general purposes of the Alliance we 
shall need £4,000. For special work, includ- 
ing our obligations in Russia, Armenia, &c., 
we shall need, and can wisely use, / 1,000. 
Beyond this many are praying that 1910 may 
witness the completion of the Special Fund 
required for the new Alliance House and British 
Headquarters. Large gifts, following the gencr- 
osity of Mr. John Cory, Lord Kinnaird, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. Hay Walker, and others, are necessary, 
and we do not hesitate to say that it is realized 
by both the Executive and General Councils of 
the Alliance that the maintenance and develop- 
ment of the Evangelical Alliance as a world 
movement of strategic importance depends upon 
the early completion of the new Alliance House 
Fund. Are there not those among our readers 
who, for the cause of world-wide Christian 
Union and Gospel effort, will follow the example 
set by Mr. E. F. Schiff (as reported in the 
Westminster Gazelle of January 24th), and 
contribute proportionately a thank-offering to 
the new Alliance House Fund? We quote 
the paragraph in full :— 

‘* Thank-offering Gift of £100,000. 
‘*Mr. Ernest F. Schiff, of Carlos Place, has given 

‘‘a sum of £100,000 in memory of his brother, who 

‘*died at Weybridge, and as a thank-offering for his 

‘‘own recovery from a serious illness, in order to 

‘-establish a Home of Recovery for surgical con- 

‘*yalescents. Knowle Hill Park, Cobham, Surrey, a 

**residence standing in its grounds, has been pur- 

** chased, anc it is hoped to open the home in May or 

** June,” 


Tue Council venture to ask for the help of 
all readers in securing to the Alliance during 
the current year a large number of new members 
or supporters. Enclosed in this issue of Evan- 
GELICAL CHRISTENDOM will be found a printed 
form, which each reader is earnestly asked to fill 
in and return to the General Secretary. There 
must be thousands who, if asked, will gladly 
share in carrying on the great work of the 
Alliance. Will all friends make this effort a 
matter of prayer and practical determination ? 
The service of all such home-helpers will be 
warmly appreciated and duly acknowledged. 


* + * 


We are privileged to include in this issue of 
EVANGELICAL CHristenpom the first part of 
the address given by Dr. Bartoli at our recent 
Conference in Caxton Hall. The address is 
entitled “The Keligious Crisis in Roman 
Catholic Countries.” All will rejoice to hear 
that Dr. Bartolh has recovered from his un. 
fortunate breakdown, and hopes to Start shortly, 
in company with the Rev. Arturo Muston, of 
the Waldensian Church Missions in Italy, for a 
lecturing tour in the United States of America, 

The subject of the decline of Romanism 
abroad brings forward the question as to 
whether or not it is advancing in Great Britain? 
It will be remembered that this subject was 
considered at the Caxton Hall Conference, 
being dealt with in a masterly address by Rev. 
Professor J]. Kadford Thomson, M.A., entitled 
‘“Romanism England — the Protestant 
Attitude.” 

Professor ‘Thomson's address has been pub- 
lished by the Alliance as No. 11 of the large- 
type series known as “‘ Evangelical Alliance 
Pamphlets.’ It is commended (price 1d.) to 
wide circulation. It will be remembered that 
this and other valuable pamphlets in the same 
series (announced elsewhere) will be supplied, 
if for free distributionyat cost price, 5s. per 100, 


WE congratulate the Leicester Y.M.C A. and 
its General Secretary, Mr. H. E, Smith, on the 
decided and brave stand which has been taken 
against the ‘‘ New Theology.” .This move- 
ment is being pushed at the present time, and 
only the false liberalism abroad, or ignorance of 
the errors it represents, can be responsible for 


its. identification with men and movements of | _ 


sound evangelical traditions and beliefs. |‘ 
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We have gladly supplied the Leicester 
Y.M.C.A. with a free grant of the two pam- 
phiets published by the Alliance dealing with 
Mr. R. J. Campbells heresies, and all will 
be glad to hear that the Leicester Y.M.C.A., 
despite condemnation by critics in the local 
Press, has stood firm and refused the use of 
its hall to Mr. Campbell and his followers. 

The Y.M.C.A. is developing rapidly, and its 
mission for the spiritual and physical welfare of 
young men is a grand and growing one. It 
has sound evangelical traditions and convictions, 
from which were it mm the course of its enlarge- 
ment to depart the very stones would cry 
out. 

These are liberal days, and the rising genera- 
tion demands liberal treatment, but the line 
has to be drawn somewhere. ‘‘ Narrow ortho- 
doxy " is Often heartless and hence dead, but 


the “glad tidings” of the Gospel form the 


basis of all true Christian joy and peace, and 
are the bulwark of our common Christianity. 
The “New Theology” does not contain an 
ounce of life-giving 7rwth. It is subversive 
of the Christian Faith; it is energized by a 
subtle power, antichristian, and hence not 
of God. 
> > 


‘Hose who are interested in the subject of 
the Moslem menace should buy and read 
Mr. Gairdner’s new book, “The Reproach of 
Islam” (C.M.S. 2s. 6d.) Surely the published 
statistics of the growth of Mohammedanism 
are in themselves a ,call to ‘closer union 
and co-operation on the part of the combined 
missionary forces? We have had forwarded 
to us an extract from the Western Daily Press, 
an article entitled “A Bristolian in Algiers,” 
in which the writer, Mr. H. W. Case, makes 
the following interesting comment :— 

“I have been very interested in the local museum, 
which is largely given up to the forestry of the district, 
past and present; the antijuitics are novel, new, and 
thus interesting. The landscape and seascape views are 
—— On the other side of the Mediterranean one 
can see the snow-capped mountains very clearly. 


“Of Christian work amongst all these people, the 
most difheult and unsatisfactory, from the point of view 


of not so of faith--is that among the Moslem 


population. I know of no work in every part of the 
world where these are found more difficult, more arduous. 
and <isappointing im its apparent results. *Except a 
corm of wheat fall to the ground and die, it abideth 
alone.’ Oh! for faith to sow the corn of wheat and 
abide its resurrection. Some seeds naturally take a long 
tume to show even the germ of life; others grow more 
quickly than them, and spring up a more or less bountiful 
harvest. This false system has not a single redeeming 
feature as a religion. 

**One of the Seasons set apart for prayer by the 
Evangelical Alliance this New Year is that ‘God would 
be pleased to check the growth of Mohammedanism.’ 


We say, Amen! The North African Mission, now in its 
28th year of service, is doing important work and has 
many missionaries, though their number is not increasing 
raph ly for want of funds, among others conses, The 
American Methodists, too, have many and mereasing 
adherents. The Presbyterians some. There are others 
also, besides a number on not independent lines, bat 
who professedly have faith in God alone for the supply 
of their necessities and means to carry on work bere and 
there. Honour to them all who, forsaking friends and 
ties of kindred, have transplanted themselves to what, 
with all its natural beauties, is uncongenial soil. Daring 
to be invidious, one mentions the name of Miss Trotter 
among these.” 


“Reunion” is in the air, and despite the 
impassable barriers which many see in the way 
to corporate reunion, all will sympathize with 
the ‘‘feeling™ after union’ winch is happily 
manifest both at home and abroad. Nothing 
but good can come from conference and prayer 
between Christians of widely different views on 
church government. 

The resolutions of the Lambeth Conference 
on the subject of Reunion have greatly helped 
towards a better understanding between Church- 
men and Nonconformists. The following 
resolutions are among those referred to -— 


58. ** This Conference re-affirms the resolution of the 
(Conference of 1897 that ‘Every opportunity should be 
taken to emphasize the Divine purpose of visible unity 
amongst Christians as a fact of Kevelation.’ It desires 
further to affirm that in all partial projects of reunion 
and intercommunion the final attainment of the Divine 
purpose should be kept in view as our object ; and that 
care shoukl be taken to do what will advance the 
reunion of the whole of Christendom, and to abstain 
from doing anything that will retard or prevent it.” 

‘The Conference recognizes with thankfulness 
the manifold signs of the increase of the desire for unity 
among al! Christian bodies ; and, with a deep sense of 
the call to follow the manifest guiding of the Holy Spirit, 
solemnly urges the duty of special intercession for the 
unity of the Church, in accordance with our Lord's own 
prayer.” 

76. ‘* Every opportunity should be welcomed of co- 
operation between members of difierent Communions in 
all matters pertaining to the social and moral welfare of 
the people.” 

77. ‘The members of the Anglican Communion 
should iake pains to study the doctrines and position 
of those who are separated from it and to promote a 
cordial mutual understanding ; and as a means towards 
this end the Conference suggests that private meetings 
of ministers and laymen of different Christian bodies 
for common study, discussion, and prayer, should be 
frequently held in convenient centres.’ 

78. ‘*The constituted authorities of the. various 
Churches of the Anglican Communion should, as op- 
portunity offers, arrange Conferences with representa. 
tives of other Christian Churches, and meetings for 
common acknowledgment of the sins of division, and 
for intercession for the growth of unity.” 


We are unable to discuss here the intimate 
relation between the principles and aims of the 
Evangelical Alliance and the spirit and ‘letter of 


| 


| 
4 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


the foregoing resolutions. In our next issue we 
hope to include a special article on the subject 
by the Rev. T. J. Pulvwertaft, M.A. 


“ May MEETINGS” are none the less interest- 
ing for being heldin April! Will aii our friends, 
and other people’s, kindly note that the Annual! 
Meeting and Conversazione of the Evangelica! 
Alliance will take place on Tuesday afternoon, 
Apnl rath, at 3 p.m.? Some of our readers 
already know that for some time a magnificent 
suite of halls has been building on the site of 
the old Freemasons’ Tavern in Great Queen 
Street, off Kingsway. These halls have just 
been opened, and it is a pleasure to announce 
that the first religious gathering to be held in 
the Great Hall will be the Annual Meeting of 
the Evangelical Alliance. It is an historical 
and interesting fact that it was in the old Free- 
masons’ Hall, on the site of the present new 
building, that the Great United Conference of 
1846, which gave birth to the Evangelical 
Alliance, was held. It is possible that the pre- 
sent magnificent building may serve in the place 
of the old Exeter Hall as a meeting centre for 
large united gatherings. Those who are able to 
come to our Annual Meeting—and we hope 
the number will be very large—will share 
this opportunity of recalling early days, and 
while thanking for the past, of looking forward 
to the future. Lord Kinnaird will preside, 
and among the speakers we shall welcome 
the Rev. Dr. Gibson, of Swatow, China; 
Rev. J. M. Willoughby, D.D., Vicar of St. 
Luke's, Hampstead (one of the recent depu- 
tation to Finland); and Mr. John R. Kilburn, 
from Russia. Opportunity will be taken at the 
Annual Meeting of bidding God-speed to the 
General Secretary, Mr. H. Martyn Gooch, who 
will be sailing on April z2nd by the “‘ Empress 
of Britain” for’a six weeks’ deputation tour in 
Canada preliminary to the visit of the Venerable 
Archdeacon Madden, of Liverpool, and Dr. 
George Hanson, of Belfast, in the autumn. On 
the morning of the same day the usual business 
meeting—for the transaction of formal business 
only—will take place at 11.30 a.m. at the offices 
of the Alliance, 7, Adam Street, Strand. 


Thou art coming! Rays of glory 

Through the veil Thy death has rent, 
Touch the mountain and the river 
With a golden glowing quiver, 

Thrill of light and music blent. 
Earth is brightened when this gleam 
Falls on flower and rock and stream: 
Life is brightened when this ray 
Falls upon its darkest day. 


wt 


-of philanthropy and the Gospel. 


Death of Mr. John Cory. 


As this issue of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM ts 
being put to press we have received news of 
the e-call of Mr. John Cory, J.P, D.L., 
of Cardiff, a member of our Council for many 
years, and a member of the Alliance since 1875. 

By the death of Mr. Cory the Church of 
Christ on earth loses one of its choicest and 
most generous. members; Cardiff one of its 
most prominent citizens; and South Wales 
one of its greatest coal-owners and ship-owners. 
Mr. Cory passed peacefully away on Thursday 
morning, Jan. 27th, within a few weeks of his 
eighty second year. 

In company with many other religious and 
philanthropic societies the Evangelical Alliance 
owes much to the devotion and practical sym- 
pathy of Mr, John Cory. He was at all times 
a generous contributor to the various depart- 
ments of work which the Alliance represents, 
and it will be remembered that when it became 
necessary to initiate the “ New Alliance House 
Fund” Mr. Cory led the way wt a conditional 
promise of £1,000, the conditions subsequently 
being removed by the payment of the promise 
in full. The principles of the Alliance found in 
Mr. Cory a whole-hearted supporter. He was the 
embodiment of the true Alliance spirit ; large- 
hearted, loving to all, evangelical and evangel- 
istic. The world can never know all that the 
possession of these graces meant in the cause 
Mr. Cory was 
wealthy, but no man ever held the trust asa 
stewardship from Ggd more faithfully or nobly. 
His gifts to evangtlical organizations were 
generous, even princely. 

At the time of his decease Mr. Cory was 
laying out part of his estate on “ Garden City” 
lines. He married in 1854°a daughter of the 
late Mr. John Beynon, of Newport. Mrs. Cory, 
who was a most sympathetic helpmeet to her 
husband in his religious and social work, died 
at Folkestone only a few months ago, and 
Mr. Cory, at her funeral, caught a severe chill, 
from which he had probably not completely 
recovered. He leaves three sons and a 
daughter. His second son, Sir Clifford John 
Cory, was created a baronet in 1907. 


O the joy to see Thee rei g, 
Thee, my own belovéd Doli 

Every ton Thy name confessing, 

Worship, eh glory, blessing, 
Brought to Thee with glad accord! 

Thee, my Master and my Friend, 
Vindicated and enthroned! 

Unto earth’s remotest end 


Glorified, adored, and owned! 
F. R. Havergal. 


\ 


| 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


Evangelical Alliance the Mission Field.” 
By the Rev. Canon A. E. Barnes-Lawrence, M.A. 


Our Chairman (Colonel Russell) just now said 
what seemed to mea bold thing to say—that the 
pravers of (God's people were a necessity if (rod 
would bless the mission field. And yet, bold as 
they sound, these words are no more than simple 
fact, for it has pleased Cod to link together, in a 
wonderful and marked way, success in the evan. 
gelation of the world with the prayers of His 
people. (,od takes up the prayers of His people 
to His government of the world, and, | suppose, 
the reason is simply this--that we and the great 
Head of the Church, Jesus Christ, our ascended 
Lord and Master, are one. We belong to the 
Rody of which He is the Divine Head, and in 
the work of the evangelization of the world we are 
one with Hiunm and He with us. 

We are met under the auspices of the Evan. 
gelical Allhance. Why, then, should we plead 
specially this morning for Missions to the Heathen ’ 
| think, first and foremost, for this reason— that 
that which is not Evangelistic wil] soon cease 
to be Evangelical. It is equally true of an_Evan- 
gelical Church or individual that if it is not 
connected with Evangelistic work it will before 
jong cease to be Evangelical, or any power at al) in 
the world. That is not a mere theory. You have 
only to look back into history to see that it is actua! 


fact. I am always solemnized when I think of 


Damascus, the place where Saul of Tarsus was 
converted, the first great missionary of the Gentile 
world. There on one of the mosques stand 
to-day these words encircling it: “ Thy kingdom, 
O Christ, is an everlasting kingdom, and Thy 
dominion endureth unto all ages”: inside that 
temple, once a Christian church, the Mohamme- 


dan to-day calls upon Allah and the Prophet 
of Crod, 


Look at North Africa. North Africa was once. 
perhaps, the brightest part of the Christian 
Church, The greatest Apologists of Christianity 
of that time and since lived in the Church in 
North Africa. Think of Carthage, think of Ter- 
tulhan, think of Augustine. These are not mere 
names; they are men at whose feet we all learn 
even to-day. But to-day North Africa is Mo- 
hammedan. you may say, from one end to the 
other. Why is this? Because those Churches 
were not evangelistic Churches. If you look into 
history you will see that in North Africa they were 
discussing such questions as Predestination, God's 
Election. and the like, till they forgot to think of 
the heathen world about them. God did not need 
them ; to-day they have ceased to be. and we 


have got to conquer back North Africa from 
the Mohammedan. 


* An Address given during the Week of Prayer, at the 
hing’s Hall, Holborn, on Thursday, January 6th, 1910, 


In South India, on the Malabar coast. there is 
an ancient Church which dates back its history to 
the time of St. Thomas the Apostle, and claims 
that he was the founder of it. How lifeless and 
dead it is' 1 suppose the reason is much the 
same. Through all the centuries the ancient 
Svrian Church was not an evangelistic Church, 
it did not enlarge «ts bounds, I say, then, in 
this connection, that as an Avenge/ica/ Alliance 
we are bound in our intercessions very specially 
indeed to remember evangelistic work in the world 
at large. 

Again, | would dwell on that other word, 4//7- 
ance. As things are to-day, I think that the objects 
of the Alliance may find their best fulhiment on 
the mission field for some little time to come. |! 
seem to see the principles of the bvangelical 
Alliance in more active work out in the mission 
field than in any other part of the world. I see 
that it is when Christians come face to face with 
the creat forces of Heathenism and Mohammedan. 
‘sm that the walls of partition which have been 
bei't up between themselves are seen to be petty 


and insignificant, and are swept away. We talk 
about home reunion, and long for it. May God 
vive it to us in due time. But I believe it 


will first commence in the mission field. And 
it is so beginning. What an interesting thing it is 
that, two years ago, the three Methodist Churches 
in Japan decided to unite together in one constitu. 
tion, and to-day they are the Methodist Church of 
Japan. Only a year or two ago the Churches tn 
connection with the London Missionary Society, 
in South India, those of the American Board, the 
Churches of the Reformed Church of the United 
States, and the United Free Church of Scotland 
all united in one body. The work of Evangelica! 
Alliance is beginning in face of the missionary needs 
of the world. None of us forgets the Conference 
at Shanghai a year or two ago. Over its platform 
was the motto of this Alliance, “ Unum Corpus 
sumus in Christe” 1 remember Lord William 
Cecil, who, | suppose, would call himself a High 
Churchman, expressing his delight and astonish. 
ment at the wonderful way in which Christians 
belonging to different bodies united there in love 
and amity. I had a letter not long ago from 
Archdeacon Wills, of Kavirondo (British East 
Africa), saying that there Episcopalians, like him- 
self, and the Society of Friends were coming 
together to consider if they could not form one 
common Church. We surely ought to pray, if any 
body of Christians should, for God’s blessing on the 
foreign mission field. 
Once more: we live in days when God’s Word 
is persistently attacked. The Evangelical Alliance 
takes its stand on the Bible as the Word of God, 
but not in any mere wooden sense. We Christians 


ought to welcome all legitimate criticism. We are 
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not afraid of any honest criticism: we are not 
afraid for the Kible. We are afraid for some of 
its critics, and we are certainly afraid for that 
large number of persons who, wishing to be up-to- 
date to-day, take their unbelief in the Bible second. 
hand. Hut if we want witness that the Word of 
(,od is a living Word, we shall find it out in the 
mission field. Whatever part of the world you wo 
to, whatever language the natives speak, whatever 
the degree of their civilization—whether they are 
cultivated Japanese, or Brahmins, or savages such 
as we find tn Africa—-the Bible is God's Word, with 
power and life transforming men's lives, cleansing 
their hearts, and bringing them, clothed and in 
their right minds, to the feet of Jesus Christ. 
Sometimes, when I have been reading some un. 
believing criticism, it is a pleasure and help to 
me to turn from immediate surroundings to a 
missionary magarine and see what God is doimg, 
it may be im the South Pacific, or among the 
Esquimaux, and how He is manifesting His de- 
pernlence upon His own Word. We are some 
times told to-day that the Iible, after all, is only a 
human book and must take it place in line with the 
Koran, and the Vedas, and the Shastras, and other 
world books. It seems to me that the best place to 
answer that is in the East. (oto the East, go to 
the lands. where the Vedas and the Shastras are 
holy books, go where the Koran is held in the 
hands of the Mohammedan, and you will soon see 
that the Bible does of take its place in line with 
those volumes, however important they may be in 
themselves. 

One last word. Missions to the heathen 
are linked with the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Gospel is to be preached. You 
may remember that just before He ascended 
Hie said that there were three things essential, 
in the purpose and counsel of God, to that 
kingdom of God for which you and I pray con- 
unually when we say,“ Thy kingdom come, Thy 


will be done in earth as it is in heaven.” The 
first was that the Messiah, Jesus Christ Himself, 
must suffer. That is done, that is a thing of the 
™ : today He is in “the power of an endless 
ife.” The secend thing was, that He mug he 
raised again from the dead bodily. I think that 
the evidence that our Lord's body was actually 
raised from the dead is simply overwhelming. | 
have not the shghtest sympathy with those Chris. 
tians to-day who avoid the intellectual difficulty by 
saying that our Lord's body was raised only after 
a spiritual fashion. The third thing was, that 
repentance and remission of sins —that is, (rod's 
work and man’s work— must be proclaimed among 
all nations in Christ's name, beyimning at jeru. 
salem, and that then His kingdom should come 
Well, we have only to look at a missionary map 
of the world to-day to see that there are very few 
parts indeed where the (-osptel of Jesus Christ is not 
preached, If we are looking for the Lord's coming, 
f that which ts the hope of the Church 1s our own 
personal hope, if we can take line with St. John 
and say, “ Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly,” then 
our prayers to-day will xo up to the great Lord of 
souls that He would hasten His purpose and come. 
I think it is wonderful to see how we are linked to 
the Lord Jesus Himself in this matter of inter- 
cession for missions. “Ask of Me”--the words 
are the words of the eternal Father to the eternal 
Son—“and I will give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for thy possession.” Then the Lord Jesus turns to 
us, His Church, and says, “ Pray ye the Lord of 
the harvest, that He would thrust forth labourers 
into His harvest.” Thus we are linked with Jesus 
Christ Himself to-day in a very special way 

we are not merely interceding f¢Arongh Him, 
but side by side with Him. He is pictured as 
asking the Father, and we are pictured as asking 
Him, that He would accomplish His purpose and 
hasten His kingdom: 


Nations and their Rulers. 
A Plea for Intercession.” 


IT is a privilege and a great responsibility to 
mingle my words to you with your words to God 
in prayer. I trust that in what is said this morn- 
ing there may be no incongruous note with the 
prayers that we are met together to offer at the 
throne of grace. We are met together to think of 
nations and their rulers ; and to think in the light 
of God's intention, (:od’s purpose, for nations and 
their rulers ; and to think in the light and search- 
ing power of God’s presence, so that our speech 
and prayers should be under the direction and 
illurnination of the Spirit, who is ever present to 
help those who seek His aid. You cannot dis- 
sociate nations and rulers. As the nations are, 
so very largely will their rulers be. You may 


* An address given during the Week of Prayer, at the - 


King’s Hall, Holborn, on Wednesday, January 5th, 7910. 


By the Rev. Charles Brown. 


say that; and you may also say that as rulers 
are—kings, presidents, prime munisters, states- 
men—so largely will the nations be. We interact 
each upon the other, and uncons<:ously we influ- 
ence each other. Let us believe, this morning, 
that our prayers are of some use, not in their 
reflex action upon ourselves merely, but that, as 
a well-known writer suggests, (,od can take the 

rayers of a saint and a Christian, as He can take 
Ris efforts, and use them for the blessing of those 
for whom he prays ; and that your prayers, sincere, 
earnest, passionate, are some amount cf power placed 
at the disposal of God for the blessing of other lives. 
So let us pray in the Spirit for this and other 
nations and their rulers, and let us believe what | 
have said, that the rulers influence the nation, and 
the nation the rulers, 

If I may use an illustration of what I am saying, 


| 


FVANGBLICA’. CHRISTENDOM. 


it is impossible for us, at this time of day, to 
measure accurately the beneficent influences that 
came to this nation, both morally and spirntually. 
during the last century, from Queen Victona and 
the rince Consort. The influence of a pure home, 
of a pure Court, and of God-fearing lives 1s an 
influence that we have not yet accurately measured. 
We have to thank God for . Place on the 
throne of every nation a Christian ruler, and 
have gone far to prepare the way of the 
Seed in the earth, and to remove obstacles that 
are apt to obstruct the progress of His kingdom. 
Of course, we must begin, as we have already 
begun here, with our own land, and one has been 
thankful to join in prayer in that direction. If we 
~<a not pray for anything else, our prayers should 
rise night and day at this time for our beloved 
land. It ought not to be desirable to shut ourselves 
away from the conflict now at our doors, and which 
assails our eyes and ears, and fills the newspapers 
and hdardings. Everywhere the din and clamour 
of a great political conflict is in our ears. How 
necessary it 1s, then, for us to pray together and to 
pray earnestly that during this conflict, for example, 
men may speak the truth, and that men of all parties 
may not seek to win votes by misrepresentation. 
How necessary it 1s to pray that the bad passions 
of men, which are apt to be stirred up by political 
controversy, may be restrained by (,od ; that even 
the wrath of man may be made to praise Him ; 
that such men may be chosen to represent us in 
our national Parliament as shall have the fear of 
(,od before their eyes ; and that to whatever party 
they belong, they shall seek the moral elevation and 
libesating of this great people. We ought to 
continue im prayer, until the election is over, that 
(,od will guide us, and that, as we have already 
prayed—and we have all been thankfu! to join in 
the prayer—God will give grace to our beloved 
King at this time and in the days that lie before 
us, and prudence and wisdom; that his beneficent 
influence may be used in the midst of the strife of 
rties ; and that God will direct the momentous 
issue that is upon us with the dawn of this New 
Year. 

Then we must lift up our. eves and look at the 
nations on the Continent. Surely, praying as we 
do for peace, we should look to the nation of 
Germany, and should pray for the Kaiser and the 
Parliament of Germany. And | am not at al! 
afraid to offer the old prayer that comes down to 
us, sanctified by the usage of centuries, and to 
offer it concerning people on both sides—that God 
will “scatter the people who delight in war,” and 
who seek to stir up jealousy, suspicion, anger, 
hatred. We may well pray that the business of 
those people who wish to stir up strife may be 
defeated, and that God will give to this great 
nation and to the German nation, both professing 
the Christian faith and the Protestant faith, a con- 

' suming desire for peace, and that we may earn the 
blessing of the peacemakers who are called “the 
children of God.” Let everybody pray for peace, 
and seek peace, and ensue it, every day and hour 
of his life. 

__ One has been thankful to hear again this morn- 
ing prayers for Belgium. One's heart has been 


saddened, and the hearts of all true people have 
been saddened, by the private vice and the public 
crimes of the late monarch of that country. It 
seems to us an appalling thing that such a man 
could have been said to die in the Catholic faith — 
it seems so to me, at any rate—and we may well 
pray that the reproach may be removed from that 
nation, that God will keep the purity of the home 
of the new king and the purity of his life, and send 
justice to the foreign policy of Belgiuam—that the 
dark and cruel night of oppression and wrong may 
roll away from the life of the Congolese, and that 
relief, peace, and blessing may come, and the 
Gospel of the grace of God, to these poor and 
afflicted tribes. 

There is another nation that claims a special 
interest in our prayers to-day, and that is the 
nation of China. China should be prayed for 
constantly, wakening now from her age-long sleep, 
and in quest of the knowledge of the West. 
There are hundreds of Chinese students in London, 
Oxford, Cambridge, and Edinburgh. Pray that 
those young men may not go back to their own land 
seateliced against the Christian Faith by what 
they have seen and heard here. And especially 
let us pray that China's resolve to rid herself of 
the degrading and demoralizing opium habit may 
be successful. That desire is sincere on her part. 
Let us second the desire on the part of China, and 
let not this Christian nation of ours lag behind 
China in the desire to rid her of this incubus and 
curse upon her life. China is a great nation, not 
only great in numbers but in character, and is 
destined to play a great part in the future history 
of the nations of the world. If China could only 
be captured for Christ! Pray that her cities and 
villages may be opened to the ambassadors of 
Christ, and that there may be nothing on our part, 
as a nation, which will create or strengthen in 
the minds of that great Oriental people a prejudice 
against the European. 

I have it in my mind at this moment to pray for 
everybody that goes out from this nation—Civil 
servants, merchant clerks, shipping clerks, traders, 
the men of-eur-navy, our soldiers. I think of our 
soldiers in India, in Cairo, in different parts of the 
world, and our bluejackets everywhere. They go 
with the reputation of being Christian. Ifonly the 
people who go out from this country were possessed 
of the Christian spirit and temper, you would 
have an Evangel constantly going on and testi- 
mony being borne. Believe in the value of prayer, 
believe that God can bless our prayers for our 
colonists, our Civil servants, our traders, and the 
men of our Services; and that He can restrain 
them by His grace from evil influences, and can 
»elp them to exert a great influence for good in 
the lands in which they go to sojourn. : 

I do believe that in all these matters which in 
our hearts we spread before the throne of grace at 
the feet of our heavenly Father, our prayers will be 
used by his, and that in our meeting here, in the 
midst of this great city’s noise and swelter and 


clamour, God’s presence is with us, God’s power — 


is upon ‘us, and: Ged’s hand may be moved by us. 
Let us believe this, and in this spirit let us continue 
to pray. 
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The General Election and 
“The Week of Prayer.” 


THE following important letter was issucd immediately before the Week of Prayer, and 


has appeared in the secular and religious Press throughout Great Britain and the 
Colonies. 
ALLIANCE HOUSE, 
7, ADAM STREET, STRAND, 
SIk, | LONDON, W.C. 

In view of the solemnity of the times through which our Country is passing, and 
the special need for Divine guidance, the Council of the Evangelical Alliance, witheut 
party reference of any kind, feel it incumbent to urge upon their fellow Christians of 


every name the necessity for special waiting upon God at this eventful time in the 
history of our country. 


Let us, therefore, unitedly intercede that all that shall be done may be conducive to 
the general welfare of the Nation and Empire, and to the furtherance of the glory of God. 


We ask for much private intercession to this end, and as the Universal Week of 
Prayer, January 2-8, 1910, will immediately precede the elections to Parliament, we 


venture to hope that there may be also frequent petitions in our public services, and that 
Christians of all Churches will in this matter heartily unite in pleading before the 


Throne of God for guidance, and for peace in every department of our National life. 


On behalf of the Council of the British Organization, Evangelical Alliance. 


(Signed) POLWARTH. 
KINNAIRD. 
REAY. 
BANGOR. 
LANGFORD. 
HANDLEY DUNELM. 
N. NEWCASTLE. 
k. ANDERSON, K.C.B. 
ALGERNON COOTE, Bart., H.M.L. 
MATTHEW DODSWORTH, Bart. 
ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL (of Succoth), Bart. 
A. WINGATE, K.C.LE. 
F. A. BEVAN. 
MARTIN JOHN SUTTON. 
G. CAMPBELL MORGAN. 
W. H. SEAGRAM. 
H. W. WEBB-PEPLOE. 
DAVID MacEWAN. 
JOHN WOOD... 
December 18th, 1909. HENRY MARTYN GOOCH! 
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The Universal Week of Prayer. 


REPORTS which are daily coming to hand evidence 
that there has been a great extension of imterest 
in the observance of the Week of I’rayer at the 
commencement of the present year. Starting at 
the centre—London—we are able to report a 
greater number of suburban meetings than im any 
previous vear, while the Central London mect 
ines, held at the King’s Hall, were both well 
attended and thoroughly representative. [wo of 
the addresses given at the latter are included in 
this of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. They 
will be found to contain New Year messayes en 
couraging to greater real in the ministry of inter 
cession and missionary effort. We regret that the 
limited space at our disposal renders it impossibie 
to meclude other addresses, especially that by Dr 
Monro Cubson, whose stirring words will long be 
im remembrance. We hope to print all or part of 
these addresses later on 

In the Provinces there has been an equally 
encouraging response to the sixty-third invi- 
tation to universal and united prayer. In some 
parts the meetings have been truly remarkable, 
as will be seen from the reports which follow—-a 
few only of the many to hand. At Reading Mr. 
Martin J]. Sutton arranged afternoon meetings 
in his Abbey Hall, with daily addresses by Rev. 
WH. Griffith Thomas, D.D. (of Oxford’, and Rev. 
John Wilson (of Woolwich). Writing during the 
progress of the Week of Prayer Mr. Sutton was 
able to report: “Five hundred people or more are 
coming each day to the meetings, and there are 
manifest tokens of mterest and loving unity.” 

It was feared by some that the imminence of 
the General Election might seriously disturb the 
arrangements for the Week of Prayer, but the 
election appears to have helped rather than 
hindered ; many being impressed’ with a deep 
sense of the need of prayer to God for His mercies 
to crown the opening year and for Divine guidance 
in atime of national crisis and danger. 

It is helpful to call to memory the wide area 
ever which united prayer has been made during 
the Week of Prayer. There is not a country of 
turope from which there has not ascended fervent 
prayer during the Week of Prayer. In Roman 
Cathohe countries as in Protestant there have 
been larger or smaller gatherings, sometimes 
Churches uniting, at others individual Christians. 
beyond Europe, in the uttermost: parts of the 
earth Christians met to pray and praise. From 
farthest north to farthest south mention has been 
made before (sod of needs affecting both the 
Church and the world. And the unity in supplica- 
tion has been aided by the fact that in all lands 
the subjects for prayer have been the same. We are 
privileged as an Alance to hear again and again 
of known results, often in revival and the salvation 
of souls, but the full results no human mind can 
estimate. Truly the Evangelical Alliance is a mighty 
force for good in its world mission of iftercession. 


We proceed to provincial and foreygn reports. 
A large number of the latter must be held over 
until the next issue. It will be borne in mind that 
reports from more distant centres-——China, Japan, 
India. Australia, &c., &c.—are not to hand at the 


time of gomyg to press. 


The Week of Prayer at Home. 
Bath 


The meetings were held here with every sign of 
(sods presence and blessing. 
“On Monday afternoon a most carnest address was 


given by bogs Stone, Kector of Walcot, who 


10 


pleaded most tenderly for a revival of religion amongst 
us. The chair was taken by F. W. Lawrence, bLs%}.. 
and the newly appointed Archdeacon of Bath was on 
the platform ond took part in the prayers. There 
was a large gathering, filling one of the rooms at the 
Assembly Kooms, and a marked spirit of prayer p*r- 
vaded the whole of the proceedings then and throughout 
the week. 

‘On Tuesday the Rev. H. J. Heave, Rector of St 
Michael's, presided, and the Rev. L. C. Parkinson, 
of Manvers Street Baptist Chapel, gave a most abic 
address from Ephesians iv. 3. 

‘On Wednesday the Rev. J. Tarner Smith, of Argyle 
Chapel, was in the chair, and in the regretted absence 
of the Rev. Hi. H. Ragg, the address was given by the 
Rev. M. Bh. Moorhouse, one of the hon. secretaries, from 
ii. 

‘On Thursday again a layman presided (W. Williams, 
Psq.), and the address was given by the Rev. R. Rew 
(Congregationalist), in the absence of the Kev. W. W. D. 


- Campbell, Presbyterian minister. 


‘On Friday the chair was taken by the Rev. H. 
Walker Blott, and the Rev. R. W. B. Moore, Vicar 
of St. James's, gave us a truly faithful ge to of 
1 Thess. iv. 3, bringing out most beautifully the dis- 
tinction between justification and sanctification, and 
urging the latter upon the consciences and hearts of 
all present. 

* The attendance and spirit at these gatherings were 
all that could be desired. 

‘ Besides these central meetings there were others in 
all parts of the city and neighbourhood in the evening of 
each day throughout the week at the various churches 
and chapels, where the full glow of Christian fellowship 
was felt and maintained to the end. It was acknow- 
ledge! to be a most blessed preparation for the week of 
political tumult which was to follow, and which was 
undoubtedly tempered by the union of hearts in prayer.” 

M. B. M. 


Bridlington 


“We had some good meetings and much ynity was 
manifested.”--W. G. H. 


Budleigh Salterton— 


* The meetings have been well attended, and a very 
gracious spirit has prevailed throughout, which will have 
its fruitage in the greater unity and cu-operation of the 
Churches.” —A. J. P. 


| 
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Burnham-on-Crowch 


“IT am sending you a list of the meocti gs which we 
have held. They were wellatteniled an! much enjoved. 
There was real union and there was much power in the 
meetings, and they were better attended than year, in 
nambers and in blessing.” B. 


Chichester — 


* United and thoroughly representative meetings were 
helt nightly in which practicaily all the Evangelical 
congregations in the city co- 
operated. The attendance —— 


— 


where we remembered the many important sulyects for 
prayer enumerated in the excellent and comprehensive 
rogramme drawn up by the Evangelical Alliance. 
hough few in number, there was a spirit of earnestness 
manifested, and a deep sense of the need for wayer at 
this critical time. We have thanked God for these 
gatherings, and beliewe that they will not have been 
held in vain.” —C. F. S 


Eastbourne ; 
“ The meetines were well attended. and there was a 
mest excellent spirit mani- 
fested during the whole of 


was perhaps the best on an the week. Clergy, ministers, 
and the spirit of | and laymen all took part.” 
appeared to ce CRC 
CES. Edinburgh 
Ch . t h h ef We continued the Week 
ristchurc et of Vrayer meetings until 
(Hants) > Friday. The people came 
“TI bave pleasure in re XY out in encouraging 
sponding to your request to numbers, so that we had te 
in! ‘you ovr prayer | move to a larger mecting 
‘etings. They were weil ) place. A spirit of carnest 
tended, and re; resentatives prayer pervaded the meet 
f all the Cherches were | mgs, which were truly re 
rcosent.” By freshing. It was good 
a think that we were uniting 
VColchester— with many of God peopl: 
“Our meetings for the BS in the world in the same 
week were, in the matter of (6 supplications. He willsurely 


attendance, better than we y, 
expected, and . the prayers \ 
were hearty.” H. 


Cork 


‘* The united meetings 
in Cork, held im varius 
churches in the city, were 
felt to be very instructive ff 
and helpful gatherings. The 
spirit of prayer was much 
in evidence, indicating | 


earnest desire for unity 
amongst those who attended 
from various Churches. The 
closing meeting on Friday | 
night was also a gathering 
to be thankful for, and closed 

with prayer and thankfulness | 
for blessings during the 

week.” —-A. B. 


Cromer— | 

I regret there is nothing 
to note in the doings of the 
Week of Prayer, though | 
feel sure that to those present 
is was a time of soul- | 
strengthening.” —A. S. M. — 


Daventry— 

‘The Week of Praver 
was observed, as in previow. 
years. The attendances were 
good, the addresses and prayers earnest, and the spirit 
and tone of the meetings uplifting.”"--M. J. EF. 


Durham— 

‘**You will be glad to hear that, though unfortunately 
we were unable to have more than one fub/i meeting in 
connection with the Week of I’rayer in Durham, a few 
friends arranged to meet daily in one another's houses, 


TAS | 


Front page of the Week of Prayer (Uni 
Programme in Chinese. 


Printed for the Alliance by the Central China R.TS. and 
circulated te every Mission Station in China. 


answer.” ]. 


Harrogate - 
have to report this 
year most gracious series of 
meetings. Lhe numbers wer 
larger than ever. A most 
gracious influence pervaded 
every address and prayer. 
It was indeed a real time of 
blessing, and we felt sorry 
when the meetings came to 
a close.”"—R. T. 


Hoddesdon— 


**Our meetings, held in 
the’ Coffee Tavern Hall, 
i were from first to last well 
attemied. The various de- 
nominations were  repre- 
sented, helpful addresses 
given by the ministers, 
» and the spirit of Christian 
unity characterized our pro- 
ceedings. earnest 
rep was offered, and we 
elt privileged to meet, day 
by ek at the Throne of 
Grace so fellow® 

Christiens from all rts 
versal) of the world.”"—P. E. S. Il. 


Ipswich— 

had very earnest 
little meetings each evening, two of the gathevings being 
held in the chapel and the othets ia the Rectory room 
and in the Lower Holbrook schools. Addresses were 
yiven at each meeting.”—H. C. K. 


Iron Bridge (Salop)— 
“A Week of Prayer was observed by a series of 
united meetings held in turn in every church and 
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chapel in the town. Christian unity was manifested 
throughout the week, and there are encouraging evidences 
of the fact that this unity forms a permanent factor in the 
Christian life of the town and district. The meetings 
held dering the Week of Prayer tended to strengthen 
amd increase this very desirable unity amongst the 
Churches.” 11, 


meetings were fairly and much 
enjoyed. T. 
Kingswood 

* The Week of Praver has been observed in Kings 
wood, conclading with the observance of the Lord's 
Sapper. The attendances have varied from 120 to 140. 
A spirit of prayer was with us, and the various ministers 
lel owr thoughts on the Topics.” W. G. S. 


Malmesbury 


1 have mech pleasure in informing you that the 
Week of United Prayer meetings passed off very success 
fully im every respect. Several friends remarked that 
they had never had such meetings in Malmesbury 
before. S. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne— 

* The Annual Week of Prayer was observed by repre- 
sentatives of the Evangelical Churches and congregations 
meeting together twice daily. The noonday meetings 
were better attended than those in the evening, but a 
gracious spirit pervaded them all. At one noonday 
gathering there were presen; the Bishop of Newcastle 
and leading ministers of the local Presbyterian, Wesleyan, 
and Congregational Churches, each of whom took part 
ly) Speaking of praying, and evinced the fullest fellow- 
ship with one another. The sweet concord amongst all 
who attended the meetings can best be expressed in the 
words of Psalm cxxxiii, : ‘ Hlow good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.""—-M. D. F. 


Pendeen (Cornwall)— 


* Our meetings this year were, as- usual, full of the 
cornest spirit of supplication. The spirit of unity pre- 
yailed, and as we mingled together, members of all denomi 
nations, we realized the meaning of our Creed, ‘1 believe 
in the Communion of Saints." The Vicar of the parish 
was welcomed in the Wesleyan Chapel and in the Bible 
Christian Chapel, where I conducted the meetings, while 
my brethren the Nonconformist ministers conducted the 
service in our Church Schoolroom. In our arrangements 
for these meetings. we have a fraternal meeting at the 
Vicarage, with prayer on the coming meetings. I am 
sure the results of these gatherings has been a very real 
“om in the spirit of unity and love in this parish.” 

L. 


Scarborough— 


sane. were held daily, and the attendances 
would total about §60. Those who attended the 
meetings of this and previous years speak of them as 
amongst the freest, most earnest and helpful they ever 
attended. The united committee who had charge of the 
arrangements are-much encouraged.”-—W. J. D. 


Southberough— 
“The meetings of the Week of I’rayer were held in 


our Parochial Ilall, one meeting on each day. The 
were well attended.” —T, : 


South London Branch— 


Prayer meetings were held in thirteen churches and 


chapels of various denominations in connection with the 


Week of Prayer, which were well attended. 


A United lrayer Meeting was held on Friday, 
january 7th, in Christ Church Hall, Brixton, under the 
presidency of Kev, W. R. Mowtl, Vicar. 

About 400 people were present, and it was a very 
bright, hearty meeting, many ministers, clergymen, and 
friends taking part. At the close Dr. 5. DD. Gordon 
gave a most interesting little ‘* quiet talk " on prayer in 
connection with the home, &c. 


St. Albans — 


‘We have had united prayer meetings here, the 
English Church clergy, Baptist, Congregational an 
Wesleyan ministers’ joined, each conducting mectings, 
and, as far as possible, being present. We have had good 
attendances and an earnest spirit of united waiting upon 
God." M. 


Stamford 


** The meetings were very goo! and resulted in blessing 
to all who attended. '—F. L. G. 


Tenbury (Worcs.)— 

**Here at Kyre, a very small parish chiefly of 
agricultural labourers, we have had, I believe for the fest 
time, great blessung in observing, in common with so 
many greater centres over the world, the Week of 
Prayer. It was found almost impossible to arrive at an 
hour which would be suitable for all, but at last we fixed 
on 1 p.m. for ten minutes only? The lady who owns 
most of the property was there every day with members 
of her household, and I was most encouraged to sce 
some of the labourers every day snatched the ten minutes 
from their dinner hour. It has been distinctly a means 
of grace and a great privilege to assist, in even so humble 
a way as this, in such a blessed fellowship of service.” 
—W. E. T. 


Tywardreath— 


** Meetings for united prayer were held in the Girls’ 
School each evening of the week beginning January 
grd. Addresses were given, the attendance averaged 
twenty or more, and the meeti were a happy and 
auspicious beginning to the New Year.”--A. C.'R. 


Upper Norwood— 


** Prayer meetings in connection with the Evangelical 
Alliance were held in St. Aubyn’s Hall. They were 
not so largely attended as in previous years, no doubt 
owing to the numerous meetings, political and otherwise, 
that were being held each evening at the same hour. 
Nevertheless, they were very helpful and comforting 
gatherings. All the addresses were excellent, and the 
prayers were fervent, spontaneous, and brotherly."’"—E. LD. 


Ventnor, 1.W.— 


** | have nothing special to note beyond that the noon 
meetings were fairly well attended. There was also 
considerable liberty in prayer, and the leadership of the 
meetings was, as ienete, divided between the clergy and 
ministers: In addition to the noontlay meetings, there 
were united meetings held every evening in the various 
churches and chapels, which were fairly well attended, 
considering the excitement prevailing on account of the 
election.” —W. 5. 


Walsall— 


** We had a quiet time of refreshment and strengthen- 


ing, and on one or two nights most manifest power and ‘ 


blessing.” —G. D. | 
Wellington (Salop)— 


“I am pleased to say that our prayer meetings were 
very well attended, and an earnest attempt has been 
made to unite the Churches more closely together,. which, 
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I thank God, has been most successful. The meetings 


were well attended bv the members from ofl the Churches 


sn the town, and an excellent Sprit prevaier 
West Kirby— 
** We rejoice to be able to report very rke i interest 


The attendances were excellent. Each 
morning found many pleading for Grod's blessing in con 
nection with the special topics. Every evening brough: 
together earnest suppliants, and an excellent tone anc 
spirit, pervaded all the am! a fervency anv 
responsiveness in prayer.”--]. M. K. 


West Norwood 

**We have had an exceptional series of meetings, the 
average daily attendance being as high as 350. The 
meetings were held in turn in different churches, local 
clergy and ministers presiding and giving the addresses. 
Thank -offerings were taken, and after meeting all local 
expenses we have been able to send the substantial 
balance of £5 9s. 6d. to headquarters.” —I1. M. G. 


Weston-super-Mare— 

** The attendance at the Week of l’raver was good, 
the addresses appropriate, and the meetings full of 
power. H. F. 


Wincanton 

“The meetings embracing Congregational, Baptist, 
Wesleyan and Frends were held, alternating between 
the four places of worship. The spirit was good.” 

W. H. 


Winchcombe — 

“ We held the Week of Prayer here, and it was much 
appreciated. The meetings took place every evening in 
our respective chapels. I was present at every meeting. 
and can assure you the attendances were all good. We 
held a united Communion service on the Sunday 
preceding our mectings, which was well attended. 
--H. A. C. 

Worthing — 

** Our Week of Prayer was well attended, and an carnest 

tone prevailed during the whole time,"—W. B. F. 


in the meetings 


The Week of Prayer Abroad. 
Beirut (Syria) — 


** In September last we translated the Week of Prayer 
subjects into Arabic and circulated them widely in this 
Arabic-speaking world. In our December iodicals 
we again gave notice of the work of the Evangelical 
Alliance, and during the past week we had a series of 
the best attended meetings that we have seen for years. 
On Friday evening we have the custom of making it a 
union meeting, and at that time make place on the 

me for addresses, hymns, and prayers in the 
three Arabic, English, and German, giving a 
real object lesson in the union of Christendom. Next 
year we may find it good to add either Turkish or 
Armenian, or perhaps both.” —F. E. H. 


Cairo— 

“* For the third year in succession we have had a success- 
ful usion meeting for Zeyptians in Aratic in Cairo. . It 
was organized ‘qeoush the Cairo Committee (C.M.S.) 
and in avowed connection with the Evangelical Alliance 
world-wide scheme.” 
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Florence (Italy) 


After many years’ united sens 
amidition to those Italians, were held daily it) 
the Scottish Presbyterian (Church, and were conducter! 
by the minister in charge for the present winter, Rev. | 
Nishet Wallace. Addsesses bearing on the various 
topics for each day were given by the ministers of th 
F viscopal Church, the Waldensian Church, 
the English haptie Mission, the United Free Church of 
Scotland, and the Rev. Dr. Bartoli. Not afew English 
peaking Christians have expressed their thankfulness for 
these hallowed services, al! the sweeter in what is to 
many of them a land of exile.”—]. N. W. 


Frankfort-on-Maine 


**T hasten to report to you about the Week of Pray, 
held in our city by fifteen daily mectings, so that in all 
we had nearly a handred meetings, where the regular 
programme has been followed, and at each meeting 
vanous brethren of about sewen diflerent denominations 
have given short addresses and many joined in prayer 
bespecially our Alliance meetings in the French Keforme:| 
Church have been well attended, and we had al«n: 
sixteen preachers at cach meeting. It was very encourag 
ing and practical that at the opening meeting on Monday 
ome Pastor said that ‘we ought to be longing for the 
richest blessing—a deeper understanding of the power o/ 
jrayer ; cach prayer meeting should be like a new gift o! 
strength, a spring of fresh water for the thirsty’ (Isaiah 
lvilt. 11); and consequently none of us should say a 
the end of the week, when some of us have attende! 
over twelve meetings, that they became tired, but we al! 
should praise the Lord for such privileges to unite with 
* many of (rod’s people. On Sunday, the oth, we har! 
our Communion Service, when the Lutheran Pastor 
preached, and he dwelt especially on the fact that now, 
as followers of Christ, having been so much with Him in 
the past week, we may show His power in our daily 
lives. We were eight in distributing bread and wine, 
the congregation remaining seated, and it impressed me 
when I saw the same Pastor seated among the le, 
and I handed him the bread and another brot the 
cup. IT often heard special thanks in the various prayers 
for the Week of Prayer, and we are greatly comforted 
to have noticed a better attendance han last year.” 
C. pe 


Holland— 


‘Though not many reports were sent to us about the 
Week of Il’rayer, we feel thankful for what we heard, and 
this proves that also this year the interest in this holy 
matter, which is emphasized with so much affection and 
prepased with so much care by the Evangelical Alliance, 

as decidedly increased. There is still a considerable 
distance between reaching the ideal, or even between 
what might have been secured, and what was attained to, 
wherefore it is recommended to all Christians who under- 
stand something of the significance of the yearly Week of 
Prayer to lend a helping hand to promote its rvance. 
Still there is reason for thankfulness for what was 
obtained also this year. No doubt the mild winter co 
operated towards considerable numbers of people attend. 
ing the meetings, but not less was this promoted by the 
wide circulation of the programme. With the printer 
was made an arrangement to leave open a space at the 
head of every programme for inserting the name of the 
place of worship and the day and hour where the prayer 
meetings were going to be held. According to what the 
printer intimated, not less than 11,3§0 copies were 
circulated. Of course there have been places where 
prayer meetings were held without programme, at least 
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where no previous handing round of the programme (ook 
place. Here and there the general subject is taken, 
without the special interpretation. The general im 
pression of the programme was much appreciated, and it 
proved how the committee of the Netherlands branch of 
the Evangelical Alliance succeeded in the adaptation of 
the programme to our Netherlands circumstances and 
ideas, without therefore neglecting the international or 
rather universal idea of the programme. 

‘‘In Amsterdami Tor the in the Hall 
*Salvatori’ the Week of Prayer was observed, with the 
support of several clergymen, in a more public way than 
hitherto. when it was dene in a more private way. 
 mtil the last evening the hall was crowded, With great 
interest the attendants took part in the proceedings 
often a hallowed disposition was felt, 

‘There in the hour of prayer two speakers led thie 
prayers. If there is enough participation, this is very 
advisable. Generally the sulyect im the programme is 
easily divided in two parts. 

** We did so at Utrecht, where last year such a consider- 
able increase could be stated, and where the interest 
was in no way slackened. Curiously enough, some 
clerg:smen who themselves have taken a kind of superla- 
brand of Reformed” tendency systematically keep 
themselves aloof from the prayer meetings. In another 
sense the idea of the Alliance was gloriously put into 
pracuce, the meetings being held in the Lutheran church. 
the hymns and psalms bemg chosen from the Reformed 
hymn-book, and among the men who led the prayers there 
was one professor of the University, a missionary, a head. 
master, and clergyman of the Keformed and ef—he 
Lutheran Church. The greater part of the clergymen had 
postponed thei weekly Bible-readings in their respective 
parishes. 

** At Haarlem the meetings were held in the well-known 
church of the Moravian so sympathetically 


* known from our annual mecting in 1908; also there the 


interest was considerable. Clergymen of the Reformed 
and Moravian congregations and a couple of clergymen 
ne longer im active service had the lead. 

‘* From Goss (in Zeeland) it was reported that the Week 
of Prayer was held with enthusiasm. In the evening 
service of the preceding Sunday the congregation was 
engaged to participate and the importance of the Weck 
of Prayer was bound on their hearts. The Spirit of the 
Lord was there, and we do not doubt that a blessing~ has 
been poure| out on the congregation. In the country 
these meetings have met with much more interest than 


. superficially might be expected. In the week of Christ- 


mas and New Year, whilst the roads are sometimes so 
very bad, one might despair of getting the people 
together, but this has proved to be of no avail. The 
meetings were organized in prayer, and small villages and 
hamlets with 200 inhabitants saw fifty, sixty, sometimes 
seventy people together.”—A. H. B. 


Kortcha (Albania)— 


‘*We sent the leaflets you helped us to have printed 
in connection with the Week of I'rayer to different 
parts of Albania. We had helpful meetings here. One 
interesting feature was a party of men coming to confer 
with us as tou how to start their oer ate | Albanian 
Church. As the Greek Orthodox Church does not give 
the people the Gospel in their own Albanian language, 
there is a movement on foot.to try to reach the Patnarch, 
anc then, if not successful, to organize independently of 
him their own Albanian Church. We were glad to have 
them in our prayer service, and urged them to let Christ, 
the great Head of the Church, guide in these great 
interests of His kingdom. 

** As the native Christmas comes during the Week of 


Prayer another feature was a combined prayer meeting 
for ladies and children. There were some 250 present. 
The fields are white; pray with us that the requests in 
which we joined during these recent services may be 
answered in His own good time—yes, may it be 
speedily. ‘ 

‘* We cannot expect you to help us print the Week of 
I'rayer topics every year, but it was particularly fitting 
to issue such a leaflet as you helped us print this year, 
for there is evidently a great movement going on in this 
nation, and we :lesire to encourage fraternity in matters 
of religion, even though the new Church movement does 
hold toa different form of Charch government.”—I’. B. h. 


Kyrenia (Cyprus)— 

**The Universal Weck of Prayer has been observed in 
the church that is in my house by the Brethren Mavre 
N. H. Mind and E. Vletrides with my family and 
myself. ‘our well-selected Scripture readings have been 
prayerfully read and studied. Brother Loisides has 
been unable to attend the meetings on account of his 
house being at some distance from the place of the 
meetings, but we rejoice to report that he was present 
among us in spirit and joined us in prayer using the 
Greek translation of your programme published in the 
Sar of the East, edited by bbe Kalopothakes, of Athens. 

“(in this occasion I may inform you that it is our 
constant prayer that God may use the Evangelical 
Alliance as one of His mighty imstruments to proclaim 
the manifold wisdom of God in Christ. 

‘‘May God open the eyes of the world to see the 
mystery of Christ and His Cross! 

‘ Before closing my humble letter I desire to add two 
words for those who are unbelieving or agnostics, that 
a/i the wisdom of this world is not enough to give them 
faith in CArisf without the Bids and the Holy Spirit.” 
—M. 


**Owimg to bad weather the meetings were not so 
largely attended as in some other years, but they were 
otherwise good, bright, and carnest. As usual, they 
were attended by civihans, ofhcers. non-commissioned 
officers, officials, and men of the garrison, and by naval 
men from the fleet. There were also two or three 
Maltese and Italians present, who attend the ministra- 
tions of the National Bible Society of Scotland's Italian 
colporteur here. I think it is the first time that these 
have been with us. Addresses were given by Church of 
England, Presbyterian, and Wesleyan chaplains and 
laymen, and altogether it was really a time of united 
prayer, ae was felt to be helpiul and quickening.” 

G. A. 5. 


Mechanicsburg (Pa., U.S.A.)— 


‘The Week of Prayer was observed in this town 
by the respective Churches under the care of the 
Ministerial Association of the city. The secretary of 
the Association, the Kev. E. H. Gerhart, B.D., of the 
Lutheran Church, delivered the first address on Monday 
evening to a large congregation. The Daily /ourna/ 
says that it ‘ was a very able one, the speaker growing 
quite eloquent at times’-—‘it was delightfully interesting, 
and ‘closely followed by all present,’ and ‘bore testi- 
mony to the fact that it was an evening of great spiritual 
proht to them.’ All the services were well attended, 
and the respective pastors handled their subjects credit- 
ably. The community speaks highly of this week in the 
Church of God, Rev. Dr. Sigler, Pastor.” —E. G. H. 


Oporto (Portugal)— 


**We had a collection at our central church last 
Sunday after the morning service and special Evangelical 


. 
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Alliance prayer mecting, the greater part of the congrega 
tion remaining to the latter. The response was very 
soxxl for the resources of our people, reachi 

wish we could send you more, bat this will show how 
Portuguese Protestants appreciate the work of the 
Alliance. 

* The week was pretty well observed on both sides of the 
river, although the Christmas school festivals absorb a great 
deal of energy and time, at least in the held under my 
care. I trust the spirit of unity thus fostered will be for 
the glory of (sod and the triumph of the truth as contained 
in the Gospel. We sadly need prayer, for the Jesuits are 
moving heaven and ecarth to enslave this liberty loving 
people. One recent trick was a raid on Masonic bniges 
m Lisbon, and the haling forth of the daggers, masks, 
&c., which are used in the quaint Masonic ritual, and 
these formed the basis for a cock and ball story of a 
“reat anti-dynasiic plot, Fraciog the life of the King in 
danger, the scriouws vide of the plan being to find a ground 
for arbitrary arrests and imprisonment of innocent 
persons. Jesuitism is a great deep, and has lost none of 
its diabolical cunning, and I shall not be a if 
these absurd measures provoke a great outburst of popular 
indignation and the real overthrow of the present regime. 
All I can say is, Brethren, pray for as."— R. H. M. 


Perth (Ont.)— 

** We had our first meeting last evening, and we will 
proceed to the completion of the services. We wind 
up with an exchange of pulpits on the second Sunday of 
the New Vear.”"—A. II. 5S. 


Port Said (Egypt)— 

** The meetings were well attended ty practically all 
the mission workers here, and the tone was good nght 
through. We hope that the meetings will be held in 
coming years, and a keener interest created among those 
outside mission work.”’--A. 


Quebec — | 

* We have had our Weck of Prayer; the meetings 
were encouraging as to attendance and the spirit mani- 
fested. The weather was extreme, 20 degrees below 
rero, with a hich wind, but it has now moderated. The 
devotional spirit was very marked and the addresses 
were of a very high,order.”—E. J. 5. 


Rome (Italy)— 
‘* | send you a copy of our English programme. There 


were also Italian meetings cach evening, which were 
more largely attended by far than ovr English meet. 
ings.” —J. G. G. 
Ronda (Spain)— 

‘I am glad of the privilege once more to send my 


small contribution from our Mission. We had large 
attendances at Christmas.and New Year, and there was 


Late News from Abroad. 
Copenhagen (Denmark) 


**The meetings this year were arranged.as usual ; 
the first three days each congregation had their special 
meetings ; the three last days we met respectively in the 
Methodist, Baptist, and in a Congregational Church. 
It was our intention to have the closing meeting on 
Sunday, the 9th, as usual, in the large hall 
Palais, but it was occupied. We ventured to ask the 
Home Mission if we could have their house, and, to‘our 

reat joy, we met no obstacle. You will praise the 


the Koncert- 


rem.* 


d with us for this wonderful act of friendliness, and, . 


—.as we hope, a token of better understanding between the 


Churches. 
‘At the closing meeting on Sunday evening Pastor 
Mollerup spoke on ‘ Unity,’ and if you could have heard 
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much blessing the Special Week of Prayer. We do 
pray earnestly thet a ‘time of refreshiog from the 
presence of the Lord’ will be the result of much earnest 
preyer im all parts. We wut you are seeing much to 
encourage you in your good and necessary work for the 
Master. H. 


San Remo (Italy)-- 


“We had meetings during last week in accordance 
with the mvitation of the Evangelical Alliance at this 
leautiful litth bealth resort. “They were held in the 
Villa Teresa, lent by Miss Macdonald. The gatherings 
were, on the whole, well attended, though I would hke 
to have seen more taking an interest in the movement. 
From ten to twenty came each day. Though small, 
however, the mectings were genuinely hearty and cor 
dial. It was felt that the prevent was a solemn time, 
because of the important clection, and of the great 
“— mary Conference to be held in June at Edinburgh.” 


Smyrna (Turkey)— 


“The presence of one or two new workers in our 
midst, men of warm consecration and exceptional ability, 
has given new power an! warmth to the meetings. | 
may venture to mention the names of the Kev. W. Brett, 
pastor of the Anglican (Church at the * Point” in 
Smyrna, and Mr. Purroughs, of the London Jews’ 
Mission. They both threw themselves without reserve 
into the ral service, much to our satisfaction. The 
meetings in English have been attended by representa 
tives of a dozen churches and nationalities. There 
have also been daily services in Armenian or Turkish for 
Armemans and in Greek for Greeks. The attendance 
has averaged about forty in cach meeting, or 120 each 
day in the three meetings. Three or four hundred 
were present at the union meeting, Sunday, January gth, 
where, as in former years, the representative speakers 
gave short talks in the six languages of our I’rotestant 
communities here. K. T, 


Tunis. (N. Africa)—- - 

‘* We have just closed our last mecting of the Week of 
I'srayer, which was again observed in Tunis. 

The meetings were, but for one, held in the mission. 
room of the newly built mission-house and parsonage 
which, by a remarkable coincidence and providence, is 
situated in the Kue des Protestants, so called since cen. 
turies on account of the Protestant cemetery having been 
there. The Week of Prayer united the Christians of 
various nationalities and la es, also some converted 
natives, Moslems and Jews, in this house which got thus 
its consecration. There was a warm earnest spwit pre- 
vailing, and we are waiting for blessings in answer to our 
prayers.” —C. F. W. F, 


his arguments, his illustrations, and the warmth with 
which he spoke your heart would have been gladdened. 
‘* The efiorts of the Evangelical Alliance in Denmark 
continue to bear fruit. We have many proofs thereof.” 
MoLTKs. : 


Berne (Switzerland)— 

‘The annual Weck of I’rayer has been observed in 
this town, and we are happy in being able to inform you 
that not only were outward circumstances morg favour- 
able this time than in former years, but that we could 
notice an inward progress through Divinc blessing and 
help. All the prayer meetings and conferences were 
better attended too, and the large eh«rch in use for the 
closing meeting was crowded. e can hope, therefore, 
that a real tendency for the Gospel in hearts hitherto 
indifferent may be the result of this holy week.” 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


The Religious Crisis 


in Roman Catholic Countries. 


It «s a well-known fact that the Latin nations 
are just now undergoing a considerable religious 
crisis. I need not speak about France, as the 
religious crisis in that country is apparent to all. 
For these last ten years religion has been the main 
topic of public discussion and the apple of the hot- 
test contention in the national life of that country. 
The result is that two-thirds of the French have 
abandoned the Roman Catholic religion and have 
publicly embraced agnosticism, infidelity, or else 
an indefinite unchristian faith This sad fact 
was Clearly made out two years ago in a senes of 
very able articles from the pen of a French Roman 
Catholic bishop which appeared on the pages of a 
first-class magazine, Ze Corrrsfondant, of Paris. 
The writer stated that out of thirty-nine millions 
of Frenchmen, only thirteen millions, one- 
third, still professed the Roman Catholic faith. 
Spain apparently is, in this respect, much 
better off. As seven-tenths of the Spanish people 
can neither read nor write, their minds remain in 
an undeveloped state, and cannot possibly alter or 
change. A leaven of some kind is necessary that 
the human mind may alter and change. Know- 


ledge is the leaven of the human mind. Suppress 


knowledge, and you will get stagnation of thought 
and a blind submission to a received standard of 
truth. But-even in Spain, even in Portugal, which 
in religious matters is worse than Spain, there is a 
spiritual awakening. Unfortunately, this awaken- 
ing is not towards light, truth, God. It is a natural 
rebound from the dominant clericalism of those 
countries ; it is the inevitable reaction of peoples 
who have been kept for centuries and centuries 
under the thumb of a dominant and imperious 
priesthood. The Latin nations are nothing if not 
logical, and now that in the light of history, of 
theology, and of Biblical studies, they come to 
know how deeply they have been wronged and 
how they were utterly deceived by the Roman 
claims, they are apt to throw everboard religion 
altogether. It is the human pendulum which per- 
petually swings from one side to its opposite. It 
never rests at the middle point till it is stopped 


and fixed there for ever by the cold hand of death. - 


And now about Italy. Is Italy just now under- 
» going a religious crisis? And what is the nature 
of it? Will it help fair Italy to shake off the yoke 


By Rev. Prof. Giorgio Bartoli. 


of superstition and indifferentism, or will it conduce 
her, as her sister France, to utter infidelity and 
agnosticism? | shall try to answer all these 
questions as clearly and shortly as possible. 

The first question must be answered in the 
affirmative. Italy just now ts under the leaven of 
a spiritual crisis. The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
her, and all her classes, from the highest to the 
lowest, take religion or irreligion to heart. They 
begin to perceive that man cannot remain in- 
different before his Lord and Master; that he 
must either accept or refuse Him. They admit 
in public papers and in written books that some 
religion of one kind or another is necessary to 
man and to the State; that science has failed to 
solve the mystery of the world we live in; that we 
must look for its solution higher up; that only 
religion can supply us with a plausible reason of 
the existence of this Universe ; that religion, and 
religion only, can explain to us the whence, the 
how, and the why of our transitory life. 

So far, so good. But when we come to deter- 
mine which of the various historical religions of 
the world we ought to follow, the educated Italian 
conscience gives no definite answer yet. A great 
many of the educated laity and of the youngér 
clergy incline towards modernism in _ religion. 
University students, teachers in public schools, and 
learned men among the middle classes show a 
preference for theosophy. Not that they give their 
names to theosophic loggias. Far from it. But 
they accept the teachings of theosophy as a 
religion more in accord with modern thought and 
modern science. Lawyers, doctors in medicine, 
artists, landowners, capitalists, journalists, and 
business men are generally indifferent in religion, 
or addicted to materialism. Socialists and 
radicals not only profess the most crede notions on 
the falsity of all religions, but in Italy they are 
bitterly opposed to every form of religion, and pro- 
mote infidelity with all their hearts. 

The causes which operate against religion in 
Italy and generally in the Latin countries are the 
following :— 

First, the university teaching, which in Italy is 
still essentially materialistic and ungodly. The 
philosophy which is taught in the Italian Univer- 
sities is the philosophy of Kant and Hegel, which 


16 


| 
st 
i 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


practically denies from the very firs: al! possible 
mtervention of God in human affairs, and relegates 
God Almighty to absolute solitude in the distant 
heavens. 

Secondly, the daily or weekly papers. The 
press in Italy and France is generally leaning 
towards agnosticism and infidelity. At times, 
papers show a certain benevolence for Christianity 
and Christian institutions, but generally the press 
in Latin countries is intensely hostile to the Chris. 
tian faith. 

To understand what I say, it must be called to 
mind that in Latin countries most writers on daily 
papers are men of very little education, and of no 
deep culture. We used to say in Italy that when a 
young man fails in his university examnation, or 


is plucked at the matriculation class, he takes to » 


journalism as the only possible literary career 


open to him. Of course there are many noble 
exceptions to this rule, but our Italian press is far 
from bemg what it ought to be, #2. the teacher of 
public morality, of truth, and of Godliness. 

This being so, 1 is no wonder that a great 
number of people in Italy should he utterly 
religious. They are what the papers they daily 
read make them. As the former are run on 
agnostic lines, so the latter discard every form of 
religion, or, whilst rejecting the superstitions of 
Popery, they abandon Christianity altogether. 

Hut there is another cause of the spiritual unrest 
of the Latin nations, and chiefly of Italy. The 
official Church, the Roman Catholic Church, does 
not command any more the respect, the love, the 
obedience of the people. 


(Zo be continued.) 


Mr. John R. Kilburn in Norway. 


AFTER coming from a country like Russia, with 
its vast and fearful problems, needs, perplexities, 
and threatening shadows, it is refreshing an: 
encouraging to spend a season in a country of 
peace and contentment, of harmony and progress. 
In Norway, I believe, as in few other countries, .a 
visitor can feel that he can learn, instead of bein, 
required to teach, and he can see that pessimist'c 
views are not universally applicable. 

The Week of Prayer has been observed in this 
country for over a generation in town and village, 
church and schoolroom. It has become quite 
a national institution, and I have heard of 
Norwegians travelling in distant parts of the 
world finding that there also the Week of Prayer 
was observed, and feeling quite a breath from the 
homeland mountains and forests. A wonderfu! 
wave of telepathy had brought them into the 
midst of their dear ones—the common thought and 
prayer concerning the same topics had annihilated 
distance. 

In Norway the programmes are circulated and 
the meetings arranged by the “ Home Mission,” 
which has remarkably extended connections in al! 
the towns and throughout the country districts. 
In the capital it has twenty-four preachers, many 
of them regular pastors, in its service. It has 


twenty meeting halls, the largest of which holds 
some 3,500 people; and it requires in this city 
alone an annual income of about twelve thou- 
“sand pounds sterling to enable it to carry on its 
extensive work. 


Christiania has some three hundred thousand 
inhabitants, and it will be easily understood that 
there had to be meetings at several centres at a 
time. More than once it happened that I was 
announced to speak at two places at the same 
hour, and | could not understand how it could be 
managed ; but I soon found that the Christian life 
in the city is so warm that people thought nothing 
at all of sitting two hours or more, and as there 
were always a number of pastors present] could 
speak some three-quarters of an hour at one place, 
and then take tram to another part of the town 
and speak a similar length of time there also. 
The meetings as a whole were remarkably well 
attended ; the smaller halls could not have been 
fuller than they often were, and in the large hall 
there were over five hundred people from 8 to 
10 p.m. several nights in succession during the 
latter half of the week. The attitude maintained 
by the pastors may account for this warm religious 
interest. I may safely say that few countries have 
such true-hearted Christian men in the pulpit as 
Norway. 

It is a surprising fact to me that this country, 
which possesses no foreign colonies, and whose 
population is only two and a quarter millions, little 
more than a third of London’s, should keep over a 
hundred foreign missionaries and two missionary 
ships. 

Temperance work has had great results. “ Local 


Option” being introduced in most towns, drunken. 


ness isso scarce that the delegates from some 
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Scottish municipalities, whe came over 19 14907 
to study the so-called “‘,othenburg Licensing 
System,” were able to state ia a public lecture in 
Edinburgh in the autumn of that year that they 
had spent six weeks in Norwegian towns “ search- 
ing for intoxicated persons at all hours,” and had 


hardly found one. 

Unemployment is counteracted by State labour 
bureaux and workshops, as well as by extensive 
schemes of afforestation and draining of bogs. 

Elementary education is free and compulsory. 
Religion is preached by between seven and eight 
hundred clergymen and over fifteen hundred 
recognized lay preachers. In addition, the Salva. 
tion Army, which must be mentioned as being 
more discreet and inconspicuous in its outward 
manifestations in Norway than in other countries, 
has some five thousand “ soldiers,” of whom three 
hundred and forty are regularly employed “ officers,” 
who make a profession of their calling 

Norway is the most democratic land in Europe ; 
but it is a land of a strong and dignifed human 
tribe, which democracy does not seem to injure 
The medium standard is very high, and there ts 
more levelling up than leve ling down, There are 
two sayings which one can often hear in the 
mouths of natives—“ Every Norwegian is of gentle 
birth,” and “Every Norwegian has sparks of 
genius in him.” Among socialists both genius 
and gentility are looked on askance ; only a healthy 
soviety will —however wrongfully — assert them 
Let the assertion be exploded as due to conceit or 
self-complacency, it yet bears witness to the faculty 
of admiration for what in itself is excellent. 

Yet it is strange that such a small nat.on should 
have had such a wonderful influence during the 
last generation on European science, by Abel; on 
European literature and thought, by Ibsen and 
Ijornson; on European art by Thaulow and 
Sinding. If larger nations were cradles of genius 
in the same proportion the world would indeed 
look different. 

Norway is a country of more or less poor in- 
habitants. It is reckoned that only 2 per cent. of 
its population have an income of £500 or more. 
This, together with the fact that all classes are 
educated on an elementary standard which is 
higher than in other countries causes a great 
mixture of offices and employments among mem. 
bers of the same families, an unusual amount of 
intercourse between all states of society, and a 
universal -ourtesy for people in all occupations. 
Foreigners find difficulty in understanding how it 
is that sons of ancient families, whose fathers and 


grandfathers have perhaps occupied the highest. 


magistracies, should not hesitate to become com- 
mon sailors for a few years for the sake of health, 


when he forgets his fradifiens. I think I am 
justified in believing that the carrying of these 
fraditions voto all spheres of life, instead of confining 
them to the pale of Church and Army, as in many 
other countries, raises the mass of the nation, and 
effects a fraternity and a solidarity which prevents 
all class hatred and causes socialism and kindred 
evils to find no ground wherein to take root. 
There is in Norway no prerogative and very little 
etiquette. The Norwegians boast of “ equal rights 
and equal chances for all men.” And yet, in spite 
of this, or perhaps just because of this, Norwegian 
gentlemen are more careful in the matter of 
quarterinys than many in states of more feudel 
type 

In the Church one notices great liberality to- 
wards laymen, who are allowed to preach from the 
pulpit as freely as in Scotland. This lack of 


. clerical reserve has hindered the development of 


and even permanently for other reasons, as in - 


cases with which I am personally acquainted. But 
the Norwegians say that every form of wort is 
honourable, and that a min only suffers dishonour 
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nonconformity in a happy degree-—or, shall | say, 
it has made it unnecessary? In most parishes a 
couple of laymen count among the regular com. 
plement, holding services in the outlying parts and 
arranging regular prayer meetings all over the 
country. In all the parishes, I believe without 
exception, there are women’s unions, and an very 
many there are Sunday schools. 

Unfortunately the Church is at the present 
moment facing a very grave question—the possi- 
bility of disestablishment. A commussion has been 
appointed both by Church aud Parslament to give 
its verdict on the latter. As | understand that this 
is a burning question in some circles in England, 
I do not wish to give expression to the sorrow 
which I should feel if the Church were made 
the battle-ground of fighting cliques and of 
canvassings of competing pastors, suffice it to 
say, that the source of the perplexity is the 
introduction of the so-called “ Higher Criticism ” 
at the University. Parliament had appointed 
some professors a few years ago whose teach- 
ings stood in direct opposition to the Confes. 
sion of the Church. As a result, members of the 
latter gathered a fund in 1906, and quite indepen- 
dently of the University, founded a Theological 
College. At present there are in the latter about 
as many students as in the University itself. The 
unfortunate thing, however, is that they have to be 
examined by the very professors whose lectures 
they are to shun, which means that it is very hard 
for them to obtain good marks at their fina! exit. 

If Parhament refuses the independent right of 
examination to the college, the full results can 
hardly be foreseen. 

“Higher Criticism” has already caused many 
parishes to be without ministers, it has brought the 
greatest spiritual conflict into the lives of many 
clergy, and it has caused the educated public to 
give way to suspicions regarding Christianity as a 
whole. And, sad to say, in spite of the general 
religiosity of the country, it is just the educated 
class that has always been most indifferent to such 
questions. Any tendency for a still further loss of 
influence on the part of Christian ideals might 
greatly harm all national well-being and all the fair 
prospects that lie before Norway. 

Joun R. KILbURN. 
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Prison Visitation in Russia. 
, Letter from Mr. Adam Podin. 


WRITING from Kegel on January 12th (old style, 
December 30th), Mr. Podin reports as follows :—- 
With a heart full of praise to God and to all the 
dear Christian friends belonging to the Evangelical 
Alliance and elsewhere who have been helping me 
to bring the Gospel to the poor prisoners.in Russia, 
1 would like to thank once more at the close of 
this blessed year. ! bless the very hour when the 
dear Mr. John R. Kilburn came under my roof 
and offered himself as my fellow-worker, and 
promised in the name of the Evangelical Alliance 
to pay for the books and travelling expenses. 
Through these means, since lebruary last up to 
now I have been able to preach the Gospel to 
15,000 poor prisoners, besides having distributed 
over 10,000 New Testaments. Now this has been 
done because the servants of (,0d have understood 
the Lord's will and have offered themselves and 
their means. Looking back on this past year, | 
can say it has been one of the best in my life. | 
have learned to know and trust more my God and 
His blessed Wee. ave learned the power of 
the Gospel, the precious blood of Jesus, ana exper: 
enced that His promises are true, —‘“ Lo, ] am with 
you alway.” 

You will allow me to say something of my last 
experiences. December the 25th I arrived ur Riga, 
and my desire was to visit a prison that had not 
been visited for four years. The inspector's 
representative (as he himself was not in Riga) 
accompanied me and was busy helping me in 
every way. The Lord blessed the Word so 
that the representative, Baron Stackel- 
berg, himself offered to accompany me the next 
day into another prison some twenty-one versts 
from Riga. This was a colony for young criminals. 
The dear Baron arrived Sunday morning at my 
lodgings with two horses and a fine sledge. After 
two hours’ drive we arrived at our destination, 
where we found forty-five youths separated for 
several crimes from their parents. 1 spoke of the 
young man who was raised from the dead at Nain. 
The Lord gave grace at the meeting. I asked, 
“How many are among you who are the only 
sons to their parents?” From the Lettish boys, 
six stood up that were the only sons. I asked, 
“ How many are here misled: by old or grown-up 


men?” 
here that have been misled by ot.er boys?” 
The whole multitude stood up. As I told 
them of the love of God and power of the 
Gospel they cried like children. At last | 


asked them whethér ‘they were happy. They 


Not one answered. “How many -are — 


answered no. Then, who would really like to be 
a better man, so that he could be once more the joy 
and hope of their mothers, like the son at the gate 
of Nain? A great many confessed their faults and 
expressed their wish to live a better life. Then 
I told them the only way they could do it. We 
learned then some texts by heart, and especially 
Psi. h. 10, “ Create in me a clean heart.” They said 
it over and over again until they knew it by heart. 
As we parted the director thanked me much, and 
said it had been an hour such as he had not seen 
as yet in this prison. Next day | had another 
rison on my list. It was a local prison of which 
thought it would be spiritually well cared for. 
Lut to my surprise the chief jailor told me a sad 
story. Five years ayo a local pastor had visited 
the prison and scolded the prisoners, calling them 
thieves and robbers and other names. The 
prisoners protested against such a sermon, as a 
great Many were quite innocent among them. 
The poor pastor got so angry that he never entered 
the same prison again. As there were some 
prisoners condemned for nine years, and each one, 
even the vilest offenders, like to hear of God, the 
chief jailor called some other man who should 
read or preach something. Some fifteen prisoners 
listened to him on several occasions. Then the 
Princess Lieven, a sister of Prince Anatol Lieven, 
had a special permit to visit some of the prisons 
in her neighbourhood. She went in of com- 
menced to tell them the pood news. The inmates 
found that the (Gospel not only condemns, but 


_ gives @ poor man a new start and offers full salva- 


tion. In the month of November she had taken 
Rev. G. C. Grubb with her; they had prepared the 
soil for me, and when | appeared the whole multi- 
tude of 145 prisoners, and some fifteen guards, 
men and women, listened to my preaching for over 
an hour. Dear friends, you would like to see such 
a sight where the sinner hears the Gospel! They 
cned and sobbed, that it was pity on one side, but 
joy on the other, to see that the Gospel has not lost 
its power. Afterwards I gave to each one a New 
Testament, for which they were vety thankful. 
Only one man seemed to be too wise, and said he 
would not like the book. The chief asked me to 
dine with his family, where I had a good oppor- 
tunity to tell the family at the dinner table how 
the Lord had blessed me and led me in this work. 
They asked me to visit them again soon. So this 
was the last prison in this year. As I look back 
on the past I can say, The.Lord is true! Now 
once more | thank God from my.whole heart, and 
my soul blesseth every Christian friend who has 
been helping me through their means to carry 
on this work. I am sure you will hear from the 
lips of our Saviour, “/ was in prison, and ye 
came unto Me.” 


A. PODIN. 
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Notes on Christian Work in Iceland. 


Tyr land of the Vikings, whom Mr. Kilburn 
has described in a recent number as making 
expeditions along the Volga on their way to Con- 
stantinople, has lost its former fame, and people 
well informed on most subjects know surprisingly 
little about present-day Iceland. I find that the 
popular conception comprises a background of 
webergs with a few skin-clad Eskimo, seals, and 
reindeer in the foreground ; but during a stay of 
four years in the country I have seen neither ice- 
berg, Eskimo, nor reindeer. The Icelanders are 
of Norwegian stock, a well-built people, and usually 
intelligent. With few exceptions, every one can 
read and write. Only the coast districts are in. 
habited, the interior being a vest wilderness of 
sand, rocks, and glacers. Farming and fishing 
are the chief Occupations of the people, and during 
the last decade much progress has been made in 
developing their ports and in increasing facilities 
for trade. In the country districts the state of 
things generally found is somewhat similar to that 
described in the sagas of the thirteenth and four. 
teenth centuries ; the same methods and style of 
building, the same occupations, and the same 
seclusion from the outer world. The towns, how. 
ever, are becoming rapidly modernized, the opening 
of a telegraphic and tclephonic system marking a 
‘reat step in this direction. 
> > > > 


Strange to say, this apparently simple nation has 
developed during the last half-century into one of 
the most decidedly s:nfidel nations in professing 
Christendom. I suppose that nowhere could a 
more typical picture of the present-day apostasy 
be found. There is not a single man of influence 
either in the political, educational, or clerica! 
sphere who is known for his loyalty to the Scrip- 
tures. It is difficult to find an individual with an 
intelligent behef in the Scriptures. In consistence 
with this, it may be mentioned that the standard 
of morality is exceedingly low, both in town and 
country. 

I well remember, on the occasion of my first visit 
to Reykjavik, in 1905, In the company of Pastor 
Storjohann of Christiania-—-known and respected, 
| believe, by many members of the Alliance— 
how astonished and grieved he was at the corrup- 
tion of the professing Church, and how discour- 
teously some of the leading newspapers expressed 
themselves regarding his faithful sermons in the 


‘Cathedral. 


It can be well understood that our brother and 
fellow-member of the Evangelical Alliance, Mr. 
Gislason, has an up-hill task in his evangelistic 
work in Reykjavik. He works within the pale of 
the State Church,’assisted by the Danish Home 
Mission (Indre Mission), and the small body of 
Christians whom he represents have recently com- 
menced a periodical, “ Bjarmi,” to uphold the 
truths and tenets so rudely thrown aside by the 
majority. The only other Christian work in the 
capital is that of the Salvation Army. Unfor- 
tunately the Seventh Day Adventists have estab- 


lished an outpost there, and most of those who are 
dissatished with the State Church lend an ear to 
the s-ecious arguments of this energetic body. 


> > > > * 


Here, in Akureyri, on the north coast, unsec- 
tarian mission work has been carried on for 
some years with considerable blessing, and my 
late co-worker, Mr. Nisbet, has recently started 
an evangelistic centre at Isafjord, to the north- 
west. These two are the only towns outside 
Reykjavik where mission work is carried on. 
There are many others where there is not even 
a Lutheran church within three or four miles. 

There is much need for prayer for Iceland, for 
the powers of darkness have got a great start. 
The Bible is not obtainable anywhere at present, 
except a corrupted version recently prepared by 
the “ New Theology” and spiritualistic clergymen 
in Reykjavik. 


To evangelize such a la and sparsely in- 
habited country much travelling is necessary, and 
as there are no railways, extremely few roads, and 
innumerable bridgeless rivers, the difficulues in the 
evangelist’s path are many. However, the people 
are generally hospitable, though often they have 
not much to offer. 

I am thankful to say that an earnest of the 
blessing we believe (,od will send upon this 
nation has already been experienced. ‘uite a 
number have been converted within the last few 
years at Akureyri, including some on the verge of 
suicide, and others once far away in the mists of a 
Christless religion rescued from sin-marred lives 
and washed in the blood of Christ. But we long 
for a general awakening. There is no record of 
such an event having ever taken place on this 
island. Who dares to say it will not come—that 
God will not send it? It is time for Him to work, 
for they have made void His law. 

* * * 


The Week of Prayer has been observed in 
Reykjavik and Akureyri of late years with ‘much 
blessing, and we are looking forward to a season 
of refreshing at the beginning of next year. 

I would ask especial prayer for God’s blessing 
on an attempt which must be made, in dependence 
on Him, to meet the spiritual heeds of the many 
hundreds of English, Scotch, Danish, Norwegian, 
Swedish, and French fishermen who visit this port 
during the summer. It will, I hope, be — to 
convert part of our premises into a “sailors’ rest” 
and reading room, where they will be able to 
obtain some of the comforts denied them on board, 
and where meetings can be held, for all except the 
French, on unsectarian lines. 

The Evangelical Alliance is essentially a great 
prayer union, operative during every week in the 


_ year, and I would lovingly invite all beloved 
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brethren in Christ to blend their prayers with ours 
for the Icelandic nation, exiled from so many outer 
influences for good, but not bevond the reach of 
believing prayer. ARTHUR GOOK, 
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Many Nations, But One Church. 


Being an introductory address by the Rev. Prof. Gummerus in 
the University Hall at Helsingfors (Finland), on the occasion of the 


Evangelical Alliance Conference in November, 1909. 


WE welcome with pleasure amongst us the repre: 
sentatives of the Evangelical Alliance, an inter. 
national organization the object of which is to pro. 
mote Christian union on the hasis of the Gospel. 
They will testify. by thew presence and by their 
words to the spiritual unity of the I’rotestant Chris. 
tians of England with the Christians of Finland. 
They hope during their presence to see and to hear 
that this great thought of the unity of all Christians 
has also taken root amongst us, and that the Chris 
tians here, too, are prepared, to the extent to which, 
and in the manner in which, the Spirit of God 
points out, to give expression to this thought. 

I take this opportunity to remind you of a text 
in the Bible, 1 Cor. xii. 4. “ 7here are diversities 
Of gifts, but the same Spirit.” 

The Church of Christ is no mechanical unity, no 
dead mass of similar ingredients, like the millions 
of grains of sand ina desert. It is a living, grow- 
ing organism, and its many members have special 
gifts, and tasks for each of them. There is a 
multiplicity of stages in its development ; it is no 
mere mechanical repetition of what has formerly 
existed, but a growth. 

The spirit of Christianity doés not destroy the 
differences of individual characters, but purifies and 
sanctifies them. The wealth of the Spirit shows 
‘ itself in the varying individuals of the whole com- 
munion, differently stamped out, and gifted with 
different capacities. The Holy Spirit enables each 
one who comes under His influence to develop the 
best of the gifts and properties which are hidden in 
him. And it is even so with the effects of the 
Spirit on the nations. Each nation has also its 
own special gifts from God, its own peculiar 
character ; and the Holy Spirit takes these gifts 
into His services, sanctifies and develops them, so 
that each nation may give its own individual con- 
tribution to the rich development of the Church of 
Christ. 

The Grecian spirit, with its high-soaring specula- 
tion, which sought to penetrate into the depths of 
Divine wisdom, gave to the nations the first dog- 
matic definitions of the Christian teaching. The gift 
of the Latin spirit was that of firm organization ; it 
enabled the Christian Church to educate the new 


REV. PROFESSOR J. GUMMERUS, D.D. 


(/reessor of Ecclesiastical History in the University 
of Helsingfors.) 


nations which it took into its bosom as the Roman 
Empire declined. Then came the Celts, with their 
unlimited enthusiasm and capacity for self-sacrifice, 
which impelled them to great missionary enter- 
prises. They left their glowing m.ssionary zeal as 
an inheritance to the Anglo-Saxons, who joined 
to it new peculiarities of character ;-—the practical 
outlook, which first of all fixes its glance on the 
narrow, strongly limited goal, and then courageously 
employs its gifts for extension ;—those same pecu- 
liarities which have enabled the Anglo-Saxon 
peoples above all others to’ practise world-em- 
bracing influences in the service of the kingdom 
ot Christ—to bear the “ white man’s burden.” 

The Germanic spirit, too, has borne its part, with 
its insistence on personality and freedom, and with 
the deep feeling from which religious experience 
took its source ; the people who found the true start- 
ing point of the great Reformation of the Church 
in the re-discovery of the great Ggctrine of Justifi- 
tion by Faith. And so will it also be in the futuge. 
We already see the advance members of new 
nations entering the ranks of the Christian peoples 
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from Africa, from India, from China, from Japan ; 
and it will appear that they also are not faded 
imitations of old systems, that these nations also 
receive their special pifts of the Divine Spirit, 
with which they will enrich the whole Charch of 
Christ. 

Even the multiplicity of Christian communities 
has not been in every respect injurious; it has 
sometimes contributed to the nmcher development 
of Chnstendom. Many communities and denomina- 
trons have manifested peculiar spiritual gifts, with 
which they have served the whole body of Christ. 
From Lutheranism, for example, the whole of 
Protestant Christendom has received the deepest 
religious impulse; the practical gifts and the 
active zeal of the Reformed Churches reacted upon 
the Lutherans. Even so is it with the parties and 
tendencies within the Church of a country. They 
complete one another ; each represents some one 
or more important aspects of Christian Truth. 

But in order that this multiplicity of gifts may 
bring the blessing for which it is given, it is 
necessary that these gifts should not stand alone, 
but should be communicated to the mutual ser- 
vice of all. The isolation, whether of tendencies, 
parties, denominations, or nations, tends to spiritual 
mmpoverishment. By mterchange each becomes 
richer. Keceiving is as necessary as giving. The 
history of the Church is rich in examples of the 
danyer of spiritual isolation. The Church of Asia 
Minor was in the first and in the beginning of the 
second century the leading and most lively region 
of the Church of Christ, but it soon disappeared 
almost completely from the history of the Church 
for two centuries. Why?’ Amongst other reasons, 
because it isolated itself; nor could it ever after- 
wards win back its old position. | 

Fortunately, no nation has been able to with- 
draw itself completely from, the influence of other 
nations. Let us only think of the innumerable 
influences which our Finnish Christianity has re- 
ceived from others. We received the Christian 
religion from, Sweden, and in the course of cen- 
turies many stimulating influences from other 
sources. The apostle of Finland, the Archbishop 
and Martyr Henry of Upsala, and the first or- 
ganizer of the Church, Bishop Thomas, were 
Englishmen by birth, and in. the religious current 
of the nineteenth century English influences have 
been of importance. In France, at the University 
of Paris, the leading men of the Finnish Church 
studied during the entire Middle Ages. From 
Germany, sometimes directly, sometimes through 
Sweden, have come many great religious and 
spiritual movements, which since the end of the 


Middle have moulded our Church's life— 
the Reformation, Orthodoxy, Pietism, Herrnhutism, 
&c. All these influences have enriched the religious 
education of our people, yet have not cramped their 
special faculties, but, on the contrary, have helped 
to a richer and stronger development of their 
particular gifts. 

A similar consideration of its religious -history 
is likely to bring each Christian nation to an 
understanding of the great extent to which a 
practical though unconscious unity of the whole 
of Christendom is already present. Let us recog- 
nize this unity. Through it we shall learn that 
the special gift of each is only a portion of the 
entire riches of the Divine Spirit. May we 
Jearn the humility which is ready to let itself be 
instructed. 

But the unity of which we are to be conscious, 
and which we must also outwardly help, is a unity 
in Truth and freedom. It must not be produced 


by extreme pressure, it must grow outwards from . 


within; it must never injure the right of con- 
science. There are numerous instances of pre- 
mature endeavours after outwagl unity when the 
internal conditions were lacking, a method of 
procedure by which more harm and strife have 
resulted than blessing and peace. It is needful to 
follow the leadership of the Divine Spirit, so that 
everything may happen in the right way and at 
the right time. but, agai, as the Holy Scriptures 
speak so often and so imperatively of unity, we 
must strive after it and demand unity wherever— 
without injury to Truth and freedom the possi- 
bility of this appears. 

And, in fact, the thought of unity is making pro- 
gress in our days. Apparently, this has not always 
been the case ; in the Protestant world there seem 
to be always new divisions, new formations of 
sects, as to which a reproach is so often brought 
against us from Roman yuarters. But this appear- 
ance is misleading. It is only the old representa- 
tion of an external mechanical unity which is 
broken in this way. Amidst all these divisions, it 
becomes constantly clearer that in the multiplicity 
of spiritual gifts exhibited thereby, a unity is dis- 
cernible, viz., the unity of the Spirit. And the 
events and organizations are always becoming 
more numerous, which will serve to give outward 
expression to this unity. Churches and denomina- 
tions, nations and groups of nations, are seeking 
to approach one another, and learning to work in 
harmony with one another, affording indications 
that the time may soon come when the Churches 
will be united in one Church around Christ as. 
their Lord and Leader. 
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We know of no more conventent volume 


CHOICE BOOKLETS. 


Gd. and is. net 
THE POWER OF PEACE. 
Thomas, D.D. 


THE WORK OF WITNESS AND THE PROMISE OF 
POWER. By the Rev. Harrington C. Lees, M.A. 


THE VALUE OF HARDNESS. Hy Robert EF. Speer. 
Write for Catalogue No. 1oal of Theological and levotiona: 
Literature sent, free by post. 


London: ELLIOTT STOCK, 
62, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C. 


By the Kev. W. H. Griffith 


The Rescue Society 
very earnestly appeal for immediate help. 


20,084 girls hawe been m the Se 
wee whe earned 
264,288 towards then off 
234,800 meals were lat year of about 


one penny farthing per mral 
inmate: can ommodated in homes at 
ome, amd pearly all the beds are up d 


FUNDS ARE NOW VERY URGENTLY NEEDED 


Contributions will be thankfully ackoowledged by 
the Secretary, 


Mr. ©. STUART THORPE, 206, Great Portiand Street, W. 


Che Church 


AIM; To bring the individua! soul to a saving 
knowledge of t®« LORD. 


MISSIONS continually proceeding in cities 
and hamlets; in prisons, workhouses, and refurma- 
tories ; on sea-shore ; in barracks; to hop-pickers, 
hagyesters, and other special classes. Hundreds of 
phen Evangelists and Mission Sisters working 
er Clergy. Sixty-seven Mission Vans. 


About 60 Men and 60 Women TRAINED 
Annually as Evangelists and Mission Sisters. 
120 LABOUR HOMES an: similar in. 


stitutions, for permanently reclaiming and uplifting 
criminals, tramps, and social wreckage of both 
sexes. RESCUE WORK, /lelp for prisoners’ 
families. Aid for honest, distressed men and 
women. FARM COLONY. Fresh Air 
and Temperance Homes for Women. 


FUNDS, Old Clothes, and Firewood 
Orders (3s. 6d. per 100 bundles) 
earnestly requested. 


ble Prebendar CARLILE, 
F. HAMIL ON, 
$5, ' Street, 


Cheques crossed Barclay’s,’ 

Hon. Chief Secreta ay on 

Hon, Treasurer, eadquarters, 
Marble Arch, 


SOCIETY LOR THE RESCUE OF JE 
YOUNG “OMEN 6 PE 
j VEL tt 
+ 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


Books worth Reading. 


THE PRESENT PERIL, THE BASIS OF 
THE SO-CALLED “HIGHER CRITI- 
CISM.” WHAT IS IT? By the Rev. 
(,AVIN CARLYLE. M.A. ‘London: Elhott 
Stock, 62, Paternoster Row.) 


The author is a veteran on the battlefield, in 
which the cause at stake is that of God and Truth, 
and in this book he wields his weapons wisely and 
well While writrng as one who “in the midst of 
the turmoil” hears distinctly “the sound of victory 
throughout the world,” he vs yet wide awake to the 
subtlety and power of the enemy, and to the 
seriousness of the issues involved. The reader 
will fad in bis pages a clear cipeow of the utter 
basclessness of the main contentions put forth 
with such contdence and effrontery by leaders of 
the “( school of thought, as also a revela- 
tion of the ev! results for sowing their teaching 
both at home and abroad. As he says, “ these 
men treat As fiction, of mmagimations, or mventrons, 
facts « learly attested by histernc evidence.’ his 
needs to be shown more and more widely, and we 
are thankful for a volume calling attention to it so 
cogently as this treatise does. Mr. Carlyle deals 
with such questions as Evolution, the Kenosis theory, 
and Miracles, frankly and ably, while his survey 
of the books of Scnpture most fiercely attacked 
by modern unbelief is most helpful and instructive 
to faith. The book is wanted, and calculated to do 

ood service in these “penlous times.” While 
ull of thought, and ably abreast of the controversy 
into which it enters. i is readable, and adapted to 
the use of the many who are unable to find Rleswe, 
and perhaps incompetent to go through the 
elaborate enyuiries and arguments of larger and 
more pretentious volumes which are written. We 
warmly commend the book to our readers. 


NEW CHINA. By W. T. FULLERTON and 
bk. Witson, B.A. (London: Morgan 
Scott, Lid. 3s. 6d. net. 


Both writers of this interesting book of mission- 
ary travel are well known to our readers. They 
visited China as a deputation from the Baptist 


Missionary Society and their experiences as now. 


narrated will be found interesting and instruc. 

tive by all. May this volume help in the 

transformation of “ New China” into “ China for 

Christ. ’ 

HOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER. By 
CHARLOTTE MAsoNn. (Morgan & Scott, Ltd. 
2s: net.) 

This is an attractive volume, written by one 


whose name and labours of love in the service of 
Christ are held in esteem over a wide area. It is 


the story of faith in God which has not been dis. 
appointed ; it is, as well. an inspiring record of the 
orgin and development of the Houses of Rest for 
Christian Workers at Eastbourne and London. We 
hope many of our readers will procure and read 
Miss Mason's helpful narrative. Their faith will 
be strengthened thereby. 
ON SFA AND LAND; ON CREEK AND 
RIVER, by Henry W. Case. (London: 
Morgan Scott, Ltd. §s.) 


This an account of mussionary expenen 
n the visitation of assembles of Christians 
in the West Indies and British Guiana, with 
of prneer SION ATICs and of 
the slave trade formerly carmed on from Bristol 
In the introdaction the author says : 

“One of my reasons for writing this book is 
be ause Bristol, which has had such close asso ia. 
tron with the West Indies, is my natiwecity. At the 
same time, | have entertained the ambition, which 
| hope may be considered laudable and patriotic, 
to stimulate the loyalty of my fellow-citwens, who 
are assiduiousty cultivating an effort to revive and 
regain —this time not only with a clear conscience, 
but with enlightenment—in the Empire beyond 
the Seas, the large commercial interests which 
Iiristol once held in the West Indies and British 
(,mana.... That many of the old-time Bristol 
merchants were capable of a little buccancering, 
as well as slave trafficking and rum and carta 
ing, there is abundant —~ unimpeachable evidence 
to be found in old books of trading m the commer- 
cial circles of Bristol, as I shall show. 

“Another of my reasons—even a more potent 
one —is that while several of my fellow-citizens are 
preaching the Gospel, and doing the work of 
pastors 4n those colonies, ‘there remains much 
land to be possessed '—many islands, and much 
ofthe mainland (Briush possessions) to be occupied 
for the King of Heaven; and I would fain seek to 
stir up some not only in Hristol, but in other cities 
of (reat Britain, to give ear to the Macedonian 
cry : ‘Come over and help us.’” 


We have been privileged to see and read an able 
and valuable pamphlet on the positive side of 
Biblical Inspiration and Authority. It is by Mr. 
John Wood, Honorary Secretary of the Evangeliz- 
ation Society, and is the substance of an address 
given toa men’s Bible class. Mr. Wood appeals 
to facts—especially the fact of the spiritual force 
of God’s Word as “quick and powerful.” The 
address is one which ought to be very widely cir- 
culated, especially amongst men. Copies of the 
pamphlet, price 2d. each, may be had from the 
Author, 21, Surrey Street, Strand, London, W.C. 


We are oblfged to held over reviews ef several important volumes, including “ The Revolution im 
Ceustantinople and Turkey,” by Sir William Ramsay, 1).C.L. Books to be noticed under the above heading 
Should be addressed The Editor, Evangelical Christendom, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, W.C: 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
Works by the Rev. DAVID MULLAN, B.A. 


QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR, 


Religious, Social, and Scientific. 
NEW AND CHEAP EDITION. 


“Its themes are of immediate and commanding iateres: 
\mong these are—' The Situation in Ireland, The Supernatural, 
‘Paychical Research,” ‘ Religiogs Condirion of France, Revival,’ 
&c. The treaument i« enriched by the fruit of wide reading and 
keen observation. There is not a dull page in the book. We 
h@artily commend it to al) serious thinkers and lowers of teu 
country.” The Belfast News Letter. 


Grewn Svo, Paper Gever, ts. net; 
er Cloth gilt, 2s. Gd. net. 


THE NATURE OF THE 


PENTECOSTAL BAPTISM. 


SECOND EDITION 


(With Diagrams iUlustrating the Aarmony of the 
fhetical and Historwal Systems of the Old ani Ne 
Testaments, the Organization of the Camp of / ae 
and the present position of the Churth. 

We specially admire im thus work the rich aore of 
ane historical facts.” TAe Lise of Faith. 
“We cannot speak too highly of the fine epirit which perva: <« 
it, nor of the full Scriptural teaching with which it aboands.”’- 


The Witness. 

No one can rise from its perusal being the betre: for ix. 
It ip @ book for the times, and of intense interest.” JAc /+ 

This is an admirable work, and is worthy take its pla 
front rank of literature dealing with the al! important «<u! ¢ ° 
Holy of England Endeavourer. 


Grown Sve, Oleth, 2s. Gd. net. 


CONDITIONS OF 
EFFECTUAL PRAYER. 


THIRD EDITION 


“If the principles it points out be studied, recognized, « 
acted on, it will do more for mankind than ai! the discowere: 
science put together.”— The Observer. 


Art Gover, Price Gd. By Post, 7d. 


JARROLD & SONS, 
10 & |, WARWICK LANE, LONDON, E.C. 


STARVING JEWS! 


Funds most urgently needed towards 


THE MEDICAL MISSION, FREE DISPENSARY, AND 
BREAD FOR STARVING JEWS. 
Distress terrible and defies description. Our Dis- 
pensary is CROWDED by the SICK, and we are 
besieged by STARVING women asking BREAD for 
their Children. 
PLEASE DO HELP US TO 
**PREACH THE GOSPEL,"’ ‘‘HEAL THE SICK."’ 
‘*PEBD THE HUNGRY," “CLOTHE THE NAKE 
D. OPPENHEIM, Secretary, 
THE EAST END MISSION TO THE JEWS. 
119, LEMAN STREET, LONDON, E. 
Bankers: London and Westminster Bank. 


THE TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT SENT ON APPLICATION. 


te 


Protestant Union. 


FOUNDED in 180! 


IS THERE NOT A CAUSE? 


In Great Britain (not including Ireland , 
the Growth of Roman Catholicism in 
recent times has been phenomenal. 

Since the reign of Queen Victoria the 
number of R.C. Churches has been quad- 
rupled, and the Seventeen Nunneries have 
multiplied to over 6OO. 


Are you taking any part in this 
| Great Warfare against Error ? 


parte ulars a: Memberthir, & pleace 
avile 


Mrs. W. R. ARBUTHNOT, 
26, DENIGON HOUSE, 


296, VAUXHALL BRIDCE RD., LONDON, 8.W. 


MORAVIAN 
MISSIONS. 


(Commenced in 1772.) 


OLDEST PROTESTANT MNSSIORARY CHURCH AND THE 


FIRST 10 LEPERS. 
NEEDS PROMPT AND 


GENEROUS HELP. 


To raise £17,000 annually by the London 
Association is absolutely necessary if all work 
is to be maintamed. 

The Financial Year enas on the 28th February, 
1910, before which £10,000 should therefore be 


f thcoming. 

In addition, a Deficiency of £10,000 has to be 
met. Retrenchmeut is incvitable, unless 

The Leper Home, Jerusalem, also needs an 
additional’ £300 to £400 per annum, or the 
number of patients must be reduced, while the 
enlargement, so much wanted, is impossible till 
funds are forthcoming. 


Will God’s People make this great need 
a subject of earnest prayer 7? 


‘ontributions will be thankfully acknowledged and 
inf bicett m given by the Rev. W. Werron Cox, at the 
Offices of the Lonvon Association, who will also gladly 
arrang« for Meetings, Sermons, Lectures, &c. 


Offices: 7, NEW COURT, LINCOLN’S INN, 
LONDON, W.C. 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE, 


7, ADAM STREET, STRAND, LONDON. 


THe NEW BRITISH HEADQUARTERS. 
£13,500 iS URGENTLY NEEDED 


to Compete the fend of CO to erect and open free from debt the New Alliance House, enabling (he «piritua! 
avd work of the Evangelical Alliance to progress unhindered. The Evangelical Alliance is truly 


THE WORLD’S ALLIANCE 


of Evangelical Christians, standing in al! lands ax a permanent testimony to the true Unity of the Church of Christ; 
to the Divine Inspiration. Authority, and Sufficiency of the Bible upholding proclaiming the 
eoentials, Puim by the Fall, redemption by the Lord Jesus Christ, and Pegemeration by the work and fulness of the 
Holy The Alliance the permanent centre of Internationa! op behalf of Persecuted Christians: ix also 
constantly te adwance the cause of Religious Liberty, and to follow its progress with practical «fort in @irect 
Evange tiom. Those helping the Evangelical Alliance are directly assuting im all lands the cause 


CHRISTIAN UNION, 
CHRISTIAN STEADFASTNESS, 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, 
CHRISTIAN CO-OPERATION, 
and UNITED PRAYER, &c., &c. 


WILE YOU HELP? 


Your Gontribution te greatly needed, and is carmestly appealed tor. Cheque. & crowed! 
New Alliance House Fue’, may be sent direct to The Rt. Hon Loan 1, Pal) Mall Ease. London, S.W.. of to 
HENRY MARTYN GOOCH, Ge nera. S 
EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London. 


ARMENIAN 
FUND. 


Additional Funds are Urgently Needed for the relief of Widows 


and Orphans suffering through the recent Massacres. 


Readers of ‘* Evangelical Christendom” are earnestly asked to 
send immediate help. Cheques or Postal Orders should be made 


payable to the EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE (Massacre Relief 


Fund), and should in all cases be crossed “Barclay 4 Co., 1, Pall Mall East.”’ 
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